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THE 

Original Preface. 



TO THE READER. 

TF the knowing who the Author 

of this little work was, could 

add one cubit to thy ftature, or 

give thee a better night's rejiy thou 

jhouldjl not go to bed without hav-^ 

ing thy -curiojity fatisjiedy — but as 

it can be a matter of no moment to 

theey let the fecret remain between 

usy — it being fufficient that one of us 

is in poJJeffiQn ofit,-^ 

As 



vi PREFACE. 

As the Editor of the following 
fagesy I cannot but feel an anx^ 
iety for their fuccefs-, — and it 
may be expeSied^ that IJhould, like 
tnofi other Editors, fay fomewhat 
in their favour — but this I Jhall, 
for fever al reafonst decline-, rather 
c hoofing to leave to the difcovery of 
.the Reader, whatever Jhare of merit 
they may be thought intitled to. — 
/ hi^e nofcruple, however, to de^ 
.dare, that my chief motive in com-- 
mitting them to the prefs was, that 
I conceived they exhibited fomefcenes 
which might intereji the affeSlions, 
and contained nothing that could 
injure the morals.^*-- 

Having had fever al occafions, in 

trivial produStums of my own, to 

J experience 



PREFACE. v'n 

experience the candour of the Puh-- 

licy and as I may have future ones 

to hope its indulgence y I cannot re^ 

fift this opportunity to fay^ that 

could 1 ever y either as Author, or 

Editor, let a Jingle page go out of 

my handsy that might dijturb^ or 

give pain to any good hearty — if I 

know any thing of myfelf I will 

' venture to affirm ^ — that Ijhouldbe 

the perfon who would fuffer the mojl. 

GEO. KEATE.^ 



POSTSCRIP T . 

I cannot fend this little work a 

fourth time to theprefsy without fay ^ 

ing, that whatever anxiety I might 

have 



viii PREFACE. 

have felt atjirfi ujhering it into the 
"World J the very favourable r ex- 
ception it hath met withy and, 
which it Jiill continues to experience^ 
hath far more than gratified the^ 
warmefi wijhes I could enter tain for 
itsfuccefs. 

London, Oflober 1790, 
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THE T ETE A TETE. 



*— T CAN eafily explain that to you, 
' 1 faid L— 

You may full as well fpare yourfelf 
the trouble, replied Madame La 
ToucHE — You have fpent a great 
deal of breath already to prove the 
neceffity of introdudlory chapters in 
matters either of Love or Litera- 
ture, — you may poffibly be right in 
the one j and as to the other,Ic never 
Vol. I. B cavw^ 
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came tinder my confideration. — -Tis 
a foolifli argument, and you had bet- 
ter amHife yourfelf with looking at 
this fine profpedt. — . 

I have had a* much finer one before 
me, Madam, ever fince we fet down 
the two fleepytrutes at Dartford 
(we were at this time in the Canter- 
bury machine) and as my eyes are fo 
foon to lofe fight of you, they are juf- 
tified in fixing where they do. — Seize 
pleafure when you can, has been laid 
down as a maxim by the wife, both 
jn profe and verfe. — You and I mufl: 
part' prefently ; but the preliminary 
difcourfe we have held together in the 
coach, may make us meet on amicable 
terms, fhould fortune ever throw us 
into the fame chapter. — Thofe fea- 
tures, of yours form fo admirable an 
index, that I fliall be able to turn 

immediately 
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immediately to the page where I left 
off. 

— You ire exceedingly ridiculous. 
Sir, and a jumble of agreeable con- 
traditions.— I hope however that you 
preach a little better than you talk. 

The world. Madam, la balancing 
my accounts, after all its divifions and 
fubtraftions, has been pleafed to throw 
me in that allowance — but as men 
rarely preach themfelves into bi- 
fhoprics, I can fafely affert, that I 
never added the eighth of an inch 
to my fhoe-heel on the credit of it. 
—Literary men are in general as ea- 
gerly followed, and as fuddenly drop- 
ped, as the fafhions, Madam, over 
which you prefide. — The bulk of man- 
kind never think at all; and the great- 
er part of thofe who do, think by 
B 2 proxy. 
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pr63ty, or regulate their opinion by 
the caprice of the day. 

Now as I have ever claimed the 
privilege of judging foi- myfelf, I 
fometimes look beyond the furface of 
things^ and will ingenuoufly own that 
by the time I had ccftivef fed with you 
half an hour this morning, I read in 
your coufitenance an eafy natural cha-- 
jraderj notwithftanding the grave looks 
you launched at rtie from beneath 
your fmart bonnet—^ 

You h^e m truth rallied me with 
rmch pleafantry— a noan who talks 
at every thing muft expeA to be an^ 
fwered. — ^We are but paflcngers of a 
^ayi whether 'fis in a ftage-coachj or in 
the knmenfe machine of the world.-^ 
In God's nanoe then> why Ihould we 
not Jiiikt the way as f^afant te each 

other 
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Other as we can ? — Short as our jour- 
ney is, 'tis long enough to be tedious 
to him who fulks in his corner, fits 
uneafy himfcif, and elbows his neigh- 
bours to make them ride uneafy 
too. — 

A benevolent good humour is a 
cordial we (hould never be without, 
either at home, or abroad, — it keeps 
our paffions aftive, tempers them moft 
delicioufly, and gives life a fercne fun* 
Aine. — The traveller who carries it 
with him views every prolpeft of the 
road in its brighteft colouring, and 
turns every incident to account. — By 
its cheering quality you and I, who 
met this morning as ftrangers, have 
polled along fo imperceptibly, that 
we are now but at a fmall diftance 
from Canterbury, without having 
counted a fingle mile-ftone. 

B 3 \e:v\ 
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. .1 did not care^ fold ihe^ if we had 
further to go. — 

Nor I — for we would make the 
morrow as pleafant as to-day. — How- 
ever, let me live in your remembrance; 
and if when you get to Paris, you 
will deliver the letter I wrote at Ro- 
(CHESTER into Madame de B * * ♦ 
hands^ as I walk along the fea-ihore 
at Margate, and indulge my reve- 
ries, I will fupplicate the waves to be 
favourable to you — though by the by» 
I h^tt all f^uggling but in love. 



BOUGHTON 
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BOUGHTON HILL, 

'VrOW, whether Nature, when (he 
was mixing and compounding 
the materials out of which I was 
formed^ forgot to throw in the due 
proportion of thofe which were to 
conftitute the retentive faculties, I 
know not j but fo it is, I have always 
omitted fomcthing or other in the 
effentials. — 

I ought to have told the Reader 
that Madame La Touche was one 
of thofe faftiionable milliners of St. 
James's, who take a trip to France 
every fummer, in order to import all 
the fripperies and fopperies of that 
merry nation, and was now going 
thither on that errand, — She fpoke 
the French tongue very fluently, hav- 
• B4 ing 
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ing learnt it young, and prefervcd it, 
as Ihe informed me, by the intercourfe 
of bufinefs, and by a marriage with 
the private fecretary of one of the 
foreign minifters. — She appeared to 
be about one or two and thirty* gen- 
teel and pcrfonable; rather a fhowy 
than a pretty woman, but extremely 
lively and engaging in her manners, 
and feerned to know the world fuffi- 
ciently well to avail herfelf of its foi- 
bles and follies. 

— Well— What fay you ? laid Ihe, 
(as the horfes took breath at the foot 
of BouGHTON Hill) what fay you, 
Sir ? — Shall we indulge the coachman 
in his requeft, and walk up f — With 
all my heart. Madam — it will ftretch 
our legs, and give us a fine profpeft 
—it is rough and deep, — pray ac- 
cept my arm, though I am but an 

awkward 
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awkward fupport. — 'Tis the head. 
Sir, that gives the ftick its value.— 
We underftood one another perfeflly 
well — the compliment gave her cre- 
dit for a bow. 

There are certain happy moments 
in one's cxiftence when the blood 
flows neither too quick, nor too flow ; 
when every nerve and artery is faith- 
ful to its fundlion, and the whole 
frame is fo nicely harmonized, that 
every agreeable objeft which juft then 
ftrikcs on any of the organs of (cnfc, 
awakens the foul to pleafure. 

I was at this inftant in one of thofe 
delicious moods. — The fun was de- 
clining in its gayeft colours — the air 
was pure and ferene, and Nature 
(eenhed perfedlly at peace;— on my 
right hand, corn fields, hop grounds, 
and wide extended inclofures of va- 
ried 
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ricd forms, wore the face of plenty 
and fecurity j— on my left, the Ifle of 
Shepey, and the rich vale of Fever- 
sham, contrafted the landfcape, and 
the opening of the channel, which 
was covered as far as the fight could 
ftretch with innumerable fails, carry- 
ing on an intercourfe with the diftant 
parts of the world, compleated a 
;fcene which my eyes were unwilling 
to quit. 

— And here, fays I, pinching the 
lady's hand as fhe leant on my arm, 
(for I told you I was in excellent fpi- 
fits) while fo many fair traders are 
hazarding their all, to fupport them- 
felvcs, and increafe the wealth of th* 
nation, are you injuring its manufac- 
tures, cheating your fovereign, and 
nurfing the follies of your own fex.— 

Well preached, in good truth, my 

cen- 
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tenlbrious friend, replied Madame 
La Touche, with a laugh — I wifti 
none of the officers whom his Ma- 
jefty confides in to look after his re- 
venues, cheated him more than I, 
whom he puts no truft in — and as to 
thofe numerous veffels which you call 
fair traders, I believe, on a fcrutiny, 
more than two thirds would be 
found to be fmugglers : — fair trading 
is as unfafhionable as a tea year& 
filk ', hut *tis a good cant term, and 
people in bufinefs avail themfelves of 
it. — For my part, I fear we have not 
kfs defire for a thing becaufe it is 
prohibited i this is an hereditary 
wcaknefs our fex have had from the 
beginning of the world, and which 
will furnifh them with an apology 
for fmuggling to the end of it. — But 
you men who eftabliflx the laws and 



cufioms yourlclves, have no cxcufe for 
infringing them, and yet notwithftand- 
ing your rt fined notions of fair trading, 
I fhould (hrewdly fufpe6t by a hint 
you lately dropped, that fome of your 
own dealings may poflibly have been 
tounterband ^Ltid run over without hav- 
ing paid duty. 

It was an argument that might 
have carried us to Calais, and from 
Calais to Amiens, and from Amiens 
to Paris— my companion would have 
fuppontd it on any ground. — It had 
already carried us to the fummit of 
BouGHTON Hill, but was abruptly 
broken off by the coachman dcfiring 
us to get again into the machine, 
where having refumed our places, wc 
rattled down with gfC4t fpeed into 
Canterbury. 

-' CAN- 
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CANTERBURY. 

T NEVER paffed this city but at 
times when I was riding poft haftc 
into a warmer cKnfi^ate, in order to 
patch up the fhattered conftitution, 
which Nature has given me to nurfe 
—but how you. Madam, fhould have 
gone through it fb often without ever 
vifiting the cathedral, I cannot con- 
ceive. 

Why the church, I fuppofe, did not 
ftand in our way, replied the Lady, 
nor conftitured any part of our errand, 
— but as the Dover coach will not 
fet forward this hour or more, I will 
accompany you thither with all my 
heart. — 

A man wants but little perfuafion 
to do what he is inclined to — fo we 

faUitd 
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fallied out from the Fountain, and 
crofling the High Street, turned into 
Mercery Lane, bedeviling the pave- 
ment at every . ftep ; the ftones of 
which are fo (harp, and fo irregularly 
thrown together, that one would fwear 
it was the chance-medley work of 
Deucalion and Pyrrha. 

Heaven help, faid I — (as they 
were cutting through my ftioes)— 
the old, the weak, and the crip- 
pled, who are condemned to tread 
daily this flinty path— 'Tis much the 
pennance ihould exifl more than two 
centuries after the Jhrine — or that the 
reformation never reached the city* 1 — 

* AUudbg to the numerous pilgrims> who 
thronged to vifit the tomb of Becket, after 
he was canonized by Pope Alexander the 
Third, many of whom, through credulity and 
zeal, trod all thefe avenues barefooted. 

4 1% 
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' It behoves their incorporated wor- 
fliips to look into this .matter — it is 
both moral and politic to make the 
way to the church eafy to all.— 

Now it not being an hour of fcr- 
vice the doors were fhut — A boy went 
to call the woman — the woman ran 
to fetch her hufband, — and the huf- 
band had left the keys at home ; fo we 
took a turn into The Oaks, which is 
a public walk contiguous to the pre- 
bendal houfes. 

Several fleek divines were enjoying 
the fine evening, and amufing them- 
fclves with going in and out of the 
adjoining bowling-green — Madame 
La Touche and I formed the fame 
group we had done in afccnding ^ 
^ouoHTON Hill j and as my face is 
pretty well known by the public, my 
tall lean figure, with the fmart nymph 

who 
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who reclined on my arm> immediately 
attrafted their notice. — 

The French underftand this mat- 
ter better, and by creating an atten- 
tion out of curiofity, equally gratify 
their inclination, but pay the ftranger 
a compliment at the fame time. 

Madame La Touche perceiving 
how much they leered at us, afked if 
I knew any of them ? 
' T^Not by name, faid I — but they 
are part of the troops of the church- 
tnilitant here upon earthy embodied and 
leagued to fight manfully againft the 
world — though by the by, when they 
get into Canterbury quarters, they 
are generally in a condition to make a 
good treaty with it,— 

But we'll now walk into their camp 
—they have pitched, you fee, an ad- 
mirable one here. 

THE 
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THE CATHEDRAL. 

T WILL not trefpafs on niy rea- 
der's time, by a defcription of a 
i)uilding fo well known — I hate a fu- 
perfluous chapter — nay, I would not 
have one in fuch a work as this, even 
ihould my friend Dod^ley give me 
ten pounds extraordinary for it, and 
invite me to a bit of mutton in the 
bargain, 

i ftiall content myfelf with obferv- 
ing, that what ought to be the great en- 
trance of this cathedral is as contemp- 
tible as its great sower is elegant, — it is 
befides choaked up with little paltry 
buildings ; fo that were it ever thrown 
open for any grand folemnity, the pro* 
<:eflion muft come out of a barber's 
ihop that is «re6tcd before it.— 
Vol. I. C Were 



Were the view frojn the weftern 
•door to the eaftern extremity^ uninter- 
rupted, it would produce a moft no- 
ble effeftj but the fcreen tihat Separates 
the choir, and the door that leads 
into it, arc to a degree trifling and 
minute. 

Madame La Touche exclaimed 
immediately againft them — Ihe undcr- 
itood proportion — tho' for the feke of 
variety fhe had thrown the heads of 
all her cuftomers out of it. 

The -figure of Dean Wotton 
kneeling, is of Italian fculpture — 
it has an air of dignity and devotion 
that is uncommonly ftriking.— The 
ftory of Becket's murder, and the 
pavement which was (hewn us ftill 
ftaincd with his blood, afFedted uS' 
not a jot— any other Canterbury tak 
had done as much :— ^But I own Ifclt 

my 



my bolbm beat with pleafure, when I 

■^ ' ^ .'.■■*<* '■* «••••*••» •,• ^ • .. 'i , 

flopd by the tomb of the valiant Ed- 
ward.— My female companion had 
never heard of Tbe Black Prince-^ 
fhe fafliions, and the fwarming no- 
yels of the times, had been the depth 
of her ^udies.— :I explained the whole 
to her. — He liv'd arid died. Madam, 
the glory of his age, — as virtuous as 
he was intrepid.— I muft take his 
•fword in my hand, tho* it coft me a 
forfeit. 

In my firft excurfion into France, 
I went thirty leagues out of my way 
to yifit the plain of Poictiers, whicK 
4ie fo immortalized;— nay, I believe I 
fhould have had another look at it 
when I was there laft, had not twenty 
'-untoward accidents rendered it im- 
.prafticable. — 

The jfair are always pleas'd to hear 
'' ' ' Ca' of 



of the brave; and we are told, in 
fineft piece of poetry extant, t 
the brave alone are deferving 
them. — 

As the vellurer conduced us tl 
this great repofitory of the dead, 
gave us an account of the moft dif 
guifhed monunients, paffixig unnot; 
a far greater number of fuch as \ 
almoft defaced, or whofe Infcript 
were become, illegible, I could 
but refleft what a blended mafs 
human clay lay under the paven 
we were walking over I — princes, 
roesj and prelates, who had fhone c 
fpicuous charafters in the wc 
mixed with thofe who had fo 
their way to the grave thro* the fil 
but no lefs ufeful paths of pri 
life. 

Happy is it for us, faid I, 
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the aftions of the Greats and the 
Good^ have elfewhere a more per- 
manent record! fince the generatipn 
which is witnefs of them fo foon 
pafles awayi and the hand of time, 
and the foot of the paffenger, allow 
fo fhort a period to the tranfient me- 
mortals which man ereds to man !*— • 



C^ THE 
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THE KISS. 

"tlAVINCj taken the round of tKc 
catheidral, we had flopped be- 
hind the iron grates which run acrbli 
the chapel, jiift where the flirine of 
Becket Itood (T beg his Sairitfhip's 
pardon. Saint Becket I fhould have 
faid) and were looking at the old 
Mofaic pavement which was worn away 
by the frequent devotions of the pil- 
grims who vifited his tomb, — when. 
a boy came from the inn to inform 
Madame La Touche that the Dover 
machine was ready to fet out. 

— Well — then there's nothing to 
be done, fays flie, but to part.^ — 

— Yet in the name of good fellow- 
ihip. Madam, let it not be without 
a token of remembrance — a whole 

day's 
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day's tite-a'tete. may prefer a claim in 
my behalf. 

— I never could to this moment 
afcertain whether it was a particular 
echo in the place, or the warmth with 
which the kifs was given and receiv- 
ed, that made the vefturer turn fliort 
round (though he was then at fome lit- 
tle diftance) and threw him into a per- 
plexity to compofe the mufcles of his 
face^ which were all fet for a titter. — 
So, bm voyage, Madame, and Men du 
flaifir a Monfteur — was the French 
conge with which we feparated. — 

What would their reverencies have 
laid had they been within hearing?— 
but they were all in the bowling-green,, 
and knew nothing of the matter. 

I fuippofe, by your fimper, honeft 
friend, faid L (for the vefturer ftill. 
C4 kcpti 
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jkept twifting his bunch of keys to 
compofe himfelf) I fuppofe that but 
few people come now to Becket's 
fhrine for a Kifs ? — but if your pul- 
verized Saint could be confcious of it, 
I'd venture to fay he would not be 
difpleafed. — Nothing is more holy 
than a Kifs given with difcretion— 
'and if any of your do6tors ever preach- 
ed on the fubjeft, they could tell you> 
it was the falutation of the primitive 
times, which many writers, who con- 
clude a great deal, and prove nothing, 
conjefture to have been far more vir- 
tuous than thofe we live in.— 

It is a long while fince I promifed 
my dear Jenny a chapter on a Kils— 
but were I to make a digreffion now, 
I fliould lofe my conveyance to Mar- 
gate,—- *Tis a copious Ilibjedt, and 

will 
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will demand feveral pages — fince ai 
Kifs comprehends whatever may come 
within the parendiefis of cold local 
ceremony, and the efiufionsof the moft 
ardent affedion* 



THl. 
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THE LONG-COACH*, 

'IX/'HEN I got back to my iiwii 
the Margate Long-Coach was 
drawn up in the yard, and the paf- 
fengers already feated in it.r— On my 
coming, the driver informed me that 

* The Vehicle alluded to, ran daily from 
Margate to Cant lr bury, to wait the 
arrival of the London coaches. — I am in^ 
formed that this Long-Coac/jwsLS fetup about: 
the year 1761 or 1762, and continued in ufe 
till die end of the fummer of 1768; from 
whence we may form a conjedure, that thefe 
volumes were written during fome part of: 
that period. 

In confirmation of this, Mitch^ner's 
rooms are mentioned in the courfe of this 
work as the place of public aflerably, which 
ceafed to be- fo in the feafon of 1769, when 
the new ball-rooms were completed and 
opened. 

they 
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ifiey only waited for me, and immc- - 
diately opened the door of it. 

The Angularity of the conveyance - 
ftruck my fancy. ~Blefs me, faid I— 
advancing toward it — thin as I am,, 
there is ho room for me tb fqueeze 
iri: — O yes ! replies an enormous fat 
woman who was ftewing within, there 
is a feat in the comer.— 

Corner! why I can't perceive any 
it has^nOr fertd. Madam— nor be- 
ginning.— Heaven have mercy on the 
man who fo little confulted the eafe 
of others !— 

I have feen the Diligence d( Calais . 
and Lyons— the CScbe d'Eau's of 
Burgundy— the unwieldy m^tchiries 
of Strasbourg, Nurenbouro, and: 
Leipsic, and that mirror of mecha- 
nifm a Dutch coadh.— 

I have alfo fccn thoft of our own 
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northern and weftern ftages^ with 
their balkets and appendixes— the 
long machine of Greenwich, and the 
new Windsor Fly, which our pam- 
pers have been fo Yull of— but the 
conftruftion of this Margate bufi^ 
nefs differs widely from them all.— 

While my eye was running over 
its parts, I had got one foot on the 
iron ftep, debating the matter whe- 
ther I flaould get in, or no — when my 
grey-headed hoft of the Fountain 
coming up to me, determined me in 
the negative, by telling me, there was 
a gentleman arrived who was going 
forward to Margate, and that I 
might accompany him in apoft-chaife, 
if I liked it better. 

When one is more than half dif- 
pofed, a trifle turns the fcale. — ^With 
all my heart, honcft friend Farley, 

iaidt 
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faid I — my bones have been fhaken 
from one end of Europe to the other, 
in fuch a variety of ftrange vehicles, 
that I have in truth.no curiofity to be 
tempted by the- novelty of this. — So 
order your horfes. — 

Sir, continues he, you will bepleafed 
to wait a little — the gentleman is 
ftepped out to call on an acquaintance 
he has in town, .but will return pre- 
fently. — 

Why then order me a pot of cof- 
fee. — 



THE • 
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THE CONJECTITRE. 

TpHE mind is often ingepipys 
enough to puzzle itfelf about ^ 
trifle, which a plain queflion cpuld 
determine. 

Who, cries Curiosity, can this 
intended companion of mine be?— 
^indeed I niight have afkcd the land- 
lord this ^vhen he brought in the 
coffee— pfha !— what dpes it fignify? 
— perhaps fome inquifitive traveller, 
like thyfelfi — or a highwayman, fays 
Caution j — or a methodift preachei;, 
quoth Prudery; — or a Jew mounte- 
bank, fays Pride; — or a ftroUing 
player, fays Meanness ;— or one that 
will leave thee to pay the whole 
-chaife, quoth Avarice, — 

—And why not, exclaims Benevo- 
a lence, 
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LENCE, as honeft a man as thyfelF?— 
thou art fummonidg every dirty paf- 
fion to fit in judgment on a poor 
Stranger thou haft never feen, who 
may poffibly be a far more amiable be- 
ii\g than thyfelf— and whom, fliouldft 
thou chance to diflike, at the end of 
fixteen miles thou may'ft bid adieu to 
for ever.— 

I felt the keenneft of the reproach, 
— fo poured out my coffee with fome 
degree of fhame, and endeavoured to 
chafe away the contemptible mean 
ideas that were warping my heart, by 
^Slling it, my dear Jenny, with thy 
image. 



TH^ 
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THE FOUNTAIN. 

TV/TAN muft have fomething 
his afFeflions to anchor on 
There is no getting forward pleafai 
in the jonrney of life, withoxit ha\ 
certain pre-eminent objefts to wl 
the thoughts may recur, whenever 
grow languid by the way, or our j 
becomes rugged and perplexed. 

Thepaji appertains to the domii 
of memory ; — the future is the inh 
tance of hope j and thefrefent, wl 
is only our own, by that propert 
the mind which we term imaginat 
may be pufhed afide to make way 
its own illufions, when Ihc wifhe 
enliven the profpedt, and fpread a 1 
fliine which the prejent does not 
fcr.— 

Si 
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Sweet illufions ! — amiable de- 
ceivers! — how chear fully have ye led 
my eager fteps thro' the ftate of 
youth, and folaced me as I journeyed 
forward with a thoufand vifionary 
fcenes from the claflic page! — Hav- 
ing gained the afcent of life, and ftiut 
up my books to read the more com- 
plicated volume of the world — when 
I have found hope difappointed, — 
confidence betrayed, — kindnefs for- 
gotten, — and feen around me charac- 
ters that convinced me vice was not 
fiftion ; — then have ye been as a lan^ 
iem to my feety diffipated the gloom 
that darkened my courfe, by lighting 
me onward to new objedts of pleafure, 
glowing with the alluring graces of 
undiflembled virtue. 

Bounteous Imagination! be ftill 
jny guide, my companion, my friend> 

Vol. I. D — thy 
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i— thy fefaflbility may fometimes 
blacken the ftorm, or give added 
ftrength to the blow of affliftion ; — 
but thou beftoweft in counterpoife a 
thoufand beams of radiant joy, which 
are evier playing round minds thou 
inhabited — they feel them refledled 
from each delicacy of fentiment,— 
each a6l of humanity,— each triumph 
of honour ! — every, thing from the 
fummit of the mountain to the depth 
bf the vale, lives and bloflbms for 
them.; — the immenfe round of crea- 
tion is theirs. — 

It is by thy power, that now fitting 
in a dirty room over my coffee — far 
feparated from the objeft I adore, 
that I can place her image before me 
as I laft beheld it, without lofing one 
tint of colouring — I fee the look of 
tenderncfe with which flie bade me 

adieu— 
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adieu — hear the laft accents of her 
voice — ftill feel on my lips the im- 
preflion of the parting kifs, — nor wik 
thou fuffer a fingle line of the pifture 
to be effaced, till our re-union fhall 
give thee a happier fubjeft. 



D I THS. 
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THE INTERVIEW. 

Tl/TY heart more than ever reproved 
me for the doubts I had raifed 
concerning my fellow-traveller, when 
the landlord opened the door and 
ufliered him into my room — for the 
inftant I caft my eyes toward him, I 
recalled the features of an old ac- 
quaintance whom I had once inti- 
mately known at my fetting out in 
life, but whom I had not feen for 
near twenty years, and conceived to 
be ftill in a remote part of the world. 
Our countenances mutually teftified 
the pleafure we felt at fo unexpefted 
an interview. — We acknowledged one 
another with great cordiality, and 
having repeatedly exprefled our won- 
der at the lingular chance of our 

meeting. 
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meeting, the chaife being now drawi 
up^ we took our feats, and proceedec 
toward Margate. 

To fuch of my readers as may ac 
cidcntally have experienced fimilar in 
terviews with any one who has for 
merly fhared their efteem, I need no 
fay how much the faculties of th* 
mind are fet in motion on fuch aj 
occafion. — Memory flics back on ra 
pid wing o'er the years that havi 
pafled away, and gives a momentan 
exiftence to an hundred occurrence 
that time had almofl: obliterated.— 
The interval lengthens — there an 
vaft chafms for inquiry to fill up— 
nor is it the impertinence of curiofity 
but the nobler motive of regard whicl 
ilbeks the gratification. 



D 3 TH 
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THE TWO BACHELORS. 

W/ E did not fail as we drove along 
to talk over many points that 
abfence haid rendered interefting to 
us both.— You may recoiled, fays 
Clermont (for that was the name of 
my friend) that I formerly ufed to 
mention fomc intentions of fettling 
myfclf in Spain, as my mercantile 
affairs here did not fully anfwer my 
wilhcs, — a favouralrfe occafion offered 
on a fodden j and my commerce in a 
fhort time became fo extended, as to 
oblige me to vifit many parts of the 
world.— I have feen the fun rife and 
fet in various climates; and by great 
induftry, and the Weffing of provi- 
dence, have attained the point I kept 
ever in view, of gaining a fufficient 

fortune 
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fortune to live eafy in my own coun- 
try. — 'Tis now fix months fined left 
Cadiz, after having fettled my ne- 
phew in my houfe, whom you fgr- 
merly remember a tall lad, and who 
informed me that he had accidentally 
met you a few years ago on the road 
near Bologna, under fome little cir- 
cumfliances of diftrefs. 

'Twas a trifling bufinefs, iaid I, 
though it brought to my knowledge 
an event I would not willingly have 
miffed ; — but of this at our leifure. 
—The number of years that have 
elapfed fince we laft nqiet make a great 
revolution in human affairs, — I then 
faw you a bachelor, but fuppofe I 
may now greet you with the happier 
titles of hulband and parent.— 

They are titles, my old acquaint- 

ance, replied Clermont, that would 

D 4 hoc 
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add a whifp of hay to it, and we'lj 
look about us while they take breath.— 
I think, continued he (addreffing him- 
' felf to nae) that fince I left England, 
luxury hath made fo many diffipated 
people, who having no bufinefs any 
wherey are flying poft every wherey 
that thefe hackneyed animals, for ever 
panting in the harnels, are become 
the greateft objefts of our compaffion*. 



THE 
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THE TWO BACHELORS. 

A S my companion was a ftranger in 
thefe parts, I endeavoured, while 
we were out of the chaife, to defcribc 
to him what had been the courfe of the 
fea when it gave Th anet the diftinftion 
of in ifland. — Its ancient bed is now 
transformed into a fertile valleys — 
nor is it lefs furprifing, that the pro- 
grefs of fuch a lingular revolution of 
Nature fhould (land unmarked by any 
authentic record, — 

As we drove on we refumed the 
converfation that had before engaged 
us, — I believe, fays I, what I have 
mentioned, is that which in general 
forms a barrier to men, who, at a 
certain time of life, make love by 
reflcftion. Caution then ufurps the 

place 
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place where Confidence only fhould fir,, 
and leads us too frequently into fuch 
ungenerous ideas of the fex as to deny 
thenn credit for half their clainns. — It 
is our conduft towards them which 
calls their virtues forth 5 and the ex.- 
cellencies of a woman are never fully 
dilated till ftie is united to the man 
fhe loves. — The rule holds equally 
ftrong with regard to us Bachelors — 
and I am perfuaded that tho* mar- 
riage is a lottery, there are prizes in 
it to juftify every adventurer. 

We muft e'en make the beft, re- 
plied Clermont (a little gravely) of 
the errors, as well as the events of 
life. — My relations at leaft will not 
blame my dijffidence, and I have fome 
worthy my care — which is faying a 
good deal as the world goes. — It is to 
vifit * fitter who has taken up her 

fummcr 
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fommer refidence at Margatje, and 
to wait the arrival of an India Ihip, 
ibon cxpefted, that I am drawn thi- 
ther. 

— ^But I perceive, my friend, that 
you ftill ftyle yourfelf a fingle man.— - 
Whence comes it, that having fo high 
an opinion of the tenets of matrimo- 
ny, you have not been yet converted 
to its creed ? 

From two caufes. Sir, that have 
.influenced all the occurrences of my 
Jife : — ill-health — and ill-fortune.— 
The firft has called my attention too 
much to royfelf — the latter given me 
but Jittle claim to the attention of 
others. 

Nature, .when ihc wove together 

the diflferent threads which compofe 

,.my whimfical exiftence, feems, every 

iiere and there, from the weaknefs of 

the 
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the materiak, to have dropped a ftitchi 
fo that had I not exercifed the great- 
eft care, the whole piece muft long 
ago have unravelled. 

This care has, fince we laft faw each 
other, carried me half over Europe, 
and is now carrying me to breathe 
again the fea air, which always recruits 
me ; and my faddle horfes are gone for- 
ward, that I may enjoy it with advan- 
tage. — The blade however is much 
better than the fcabbard,— and my 
good fpirits make me maintain a Iharp 
batde with my infirmities. 

You may remember that I launched 
out into the world with no inconfi- 
derable connexions, and early learnt 
that few were of real value to me.— 
I might indeed have been mired on 
fome folitary living, and buried from 
all focicty in a lonely village, or might 

have 
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have gained a paltry annuity by 
leading a gaping boy over the conti- 
nent — but defirous to enjoy life on 
my own plan, I fat down unambi- 
tioufly on my fmall patrimony, and 
unable to ftretch my fortune to my 
wifhes, found myfelf grow rich, by 
comprefling my wiflies within the li- 
mits of my fortune. — 

My only quarrel with the blind 
goddefs is, that fhe has oppofed me 
in purfuits moft interefting to me. — 
Fond of female convcrfe, and poffefF- 
ing brifk fpirits, and imagination, I 
have been perpetually nurfing up at- 
tachments till they kindled into a 
flame; but there was ever fome greedy 
father, capricious old aunt, or mifera- 
blc wretch, in the way, who ferved as 
a wet blanket to ftifle its progrefs.— 
It ceafes to be a wonder that the con- 
? jugal 
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jugal chdn galls fo many who wear 
it, when one obferves intereft, or per- 
fuafion fo often influencing a contrad 
which choice only fhould bind.— 
However, my ftars have at laft guid- 
ed me to a woman as independent as 
ihe is amiable, to whom I look for- 
ward for all my future happincfs. — 

—In faying this, my dear Jenny, 
all thy virtues prefled on my mind, 
and my heart gave me a fecret inti- 
mation that not a fingle hope Ihoyld 
be difappointed! — 

Clermont exprefTed a joy at my 
being near an attainment of what he 
fo much regretted the want of him- 
felf J and perceiving we were now en- 
tering Margate, my friend on fct- 
ting mc down at the lodgings that 
had been taken for me, told me^ he 
hoped we Ihould have frequent occa- 

fions 
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fions of renewing that intercourfe 
which we had formerly enjoyed j — you 
will find me, added he, at my fifter's, 
whom I can introduce to you as a va- 
luable woman, and who has taken up 
her quarters at the houfe (as {he in- 
forms me) of an ancient filherman, 
whom (he calls Commodore Crouch. 
—As I live he is my old acquaint- 
ance. — 1 am glad you fleep under the 
roof of fo honeft a man : — If you love 
reading characters, you will find con- 
tentment better defcribed in his plain 
manners, and in his weather-beaten 
countenance, than in all the treatifes 
that have been written on the fubjeft. 



Vol. I. F MARGATE^ 



i 5* 3 

This temper of mind is to be ac- 
quired by a rcfolution to be contented 
with things as they turn our, and an 
endeavour to deduce fome pleafure 
from every objeft one meets.— 

Without this difpofition, I would 
counfel no man to fet out on his tra- 
vels—he had better be arretted for 
debt, and feek no bail, than get into a 
poft-chaife on fuch a defign. — Hence 
half our voyage- writers, viewing the 
world in ill-humour, have feen and 
defcribed it ten times worfe than it 
really is. 

A fplenetic acquaintance of mine, to 
vary a fcene of idle life, refolved to 
make an extenfive tour on the conti-* 
nent, and fet out with an intention 
to viQt half the globe. — The eroding 
from Dover naturally made him 
fick — the veffcl reached Calais at 

low 
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Tow water, fo that the harbour was 
naturally dry — the boatmen who took 
Rim to fhore naturally impofed on him 
in their demand— the officers of the 
cuftoms gave him naturally fome lit- 
tle trouble. — The room he was put 
into at the inn had no carpet — he 
conceited he fhould catch cold— and. 
this occaGbned Monfieur D esse in 's 
fricajfee to be intolerably ill dreft. — / 
wijh I was at home again ! faid he — 
and fo would have wilhed all thy 
friends, had they feen thy melancholy 
plight. — On he would go, tho' ima- 
ginarily ill — and^ every thing of courfe 
went on ill with him. — The French 
roads were abominable — the great 
Gothic church at Amiens was nothing, 
to Rochester cathedral — * the ca- 
pital fcarce bigger than Westmin- 
ster — and the Hotd des Invalides 
E 3 not 
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not to be compared to the Horfe- 
Guards at Whitehall. — 

If thine eye fb perverfely confiders 
allitvieweth — iffo many difappoint- 
ments crofs thy litde pilgrimage to 
Paris, how wilt thou ever in peace 
reach Jerusalem ? 

Why he nevei* did, nor went one 
ftep farther; — difgufted with every 
thing — becaufe dilgufted with him- 
felf, he turned back to pefter his 
friends with his grievances — after 
fretting himfelf into a bilious com- 
plaint which Bath waters cannot wafh 
away — the caufe being too remote for 
their operation.. 



MARGATE. 
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MARGATE. 

<T^ OVT eft arrange (faid my honeft 
French valet, who had made the 
tour of Europe with me) Monfieur 
fCa rien a faire — by which I under- 
ftood that the contents of my trunk 
were difpofed in proper order. 

— Then I have not a care to my 
back, fays I, excef>t what my folici- 
tude for the objedt of my afFeftion 
conftantly infpires; — fo while I eat 
my breakfaft Til e'en think ^af I 
have to do here f 

This is indeed a queftion I have 
afked myfelf in many a remote city 
and province j and I will ingcnuoufly 
own that I have too often been unable 
to give myfelf a fatisfedlory anfivcr.*- 
E 4 At 
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At Margate however the reply was 
ready— 'twas to recruit my health. — 
'Twas butinefs enough — I wifli I had 
had a better errand. — 

I was loitering over my tea in the 
moft perfeft idlenefs, running over 
an odd volume of Gil Blas which 
lay in my landlady's window, and had 
fo thoroughly loft myfelf in fome of 
his admirable fcenes of human life, 
that my fervant brought me my 
things to drefs, before I had con- 
fidered on my plan of operation. — 
The patter however was foon de- 
cided by the arrival of my friend 
Clermont, who infifted that I fhould 
devote the day to him and his fa- 
mily. 

During my refidence at Mar- 
gate I paffed much of my tirai; 

amongft 
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imongft them, and found myfelf in- 
debted to their fociety for many of my 
moft pleafurable hours. 

Amelia, Clermont^s Cftcr, was at 
that period of life when a woman of 
good underftanding, and of amiable 
manners, finds the attention of our 
fex fccured to her on the jufteft 
claims, and has but little to regret 
from the departure of youth, — She 
was the widow of a rich Hambo- 
ROUGH merchant, \^as of a fprightly, 
humane difpofition, and poffcfied fuch 
a combination of excellent qualities, 
as rendered her a mofl: valuable cha- 
rafter. 

Having no children, fhe had con- 
ceived a very partial efteem for a 
young lady then with her, whofe 
name was Marianne^ whofe de- 

ceafcd 
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ceafed mother had been thro* life 
one of her moft intimate friends.— 
Amelia never fpoke of her but in 
the moft afRftionate terms, ^ calling 
her often her adopted daughter; and 
gave me to underftand, that Mari- 
anne on the death of her father four 
years before,, being left without any 
near relations but a brother, whofe 
conduit towards her had been in the 
higheft degree reproachable, fhe had 
folicited her to accept of her own care 
and proteftion, wifliing to become as 
a fecond mother to her. — Nor do I 
know, added Amelia, whether her 
own merits have not even more gained 
on my love, than the remembrance 
of the amiable friend from whom ihe 
(prang. 
Marianne was in her twenty- 
fourth 
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fourth yqar, was tall, and elegantly 
forn^ed, — flie had in her countenance 
that air of fenfibility, which, when 
acconnpanicd with a pleafing fet of 
features, hath ever ftruck me as more 
than equivalent to that unmeaning 
regularity of face, which in general 
conftitutes more perfeft beauty.— 
Nature had beftowed on her an ad- 
mirable underftanding, which had 
been greatly improved by a more 
advantageous fort of reading than: 
the younger part of her fex ufually 
adopt. — She had great eafe and viva- 
city^ tempered with a ferenity of 
mind peculiarly pleafing, yet her fpi- 
rits were at times fomewhat clouded 
over, but which I accounted for fronv 
the family difquietude which Amelia. 
had above communicated to me. 

As. 
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As I (hall have occafion to inti 
duce thefe ladies again to the read 
I have given thefe flight outlines 
their charafters, every one having 
curiofity to know fomething of th 
with whom they arc accidenta 
thrown mto company. 



Tt 
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THE HINT. 

TT is obferved by fomebody (no 
matter whom, as it is an obfervation 
any one might make) that every hody 
is to be found every where but at 
borne i and whoever puts his head 
into the multitude of public places, 
which the ingenuity of the age hath 
invented for diffipation, will not he- 
fitate a moment to allow the juftnefe 
of the remark. — 

Thofe who travel about from mo- 
tives of curiofity, are engaged in a 
purfuit which may, from a variety 
of confiderations, be truly lauda- 
ble.— 

Thofe who arc driven abroad by 
want of health, carry with them an 
undeniable paflport. — 

And 
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And the children of affliftion, who 
are feeking by foreign objefts to di- 
vert their attention from fonme rooted 
forrow, will ever be followed by the 
wifti of humanity, that they may at- 
tain the point they aim at ! 

But I fear the much larger part of 
thofe who fwell the crowd at places 
of public refort like this, come with 
little other intention than to trifle 
away thofe hours in company which 
would at home be heavily borne,— 
Hence it is that fo many people fly 
from their own fpacious manflons, in 
which they have the means of gratify- 
ing every want, and coop themfelves 
tip in a miferable contradled lodging, 
where they muft fubmit to all its at- 
tendant inconveniences— and thi^ for 
the fole purpofe of killing time. 

1 muft own. Madam, that there 
§ is 
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h quite the air of knight errantry \m 
the idea. — I fee you fally out from ^ 
the gate of yoiSr caftle, armed with 
every wilh to fubdue your oppreflTor, 
but unfortunately wanting the only 
weapons by which you may difarm 
him of his power over you* 

But we'll argue the point. Madam, 
for I am a traveller like yourfelf, 
the* (I thank Heaven) not fet out on 
the fame errand, — You are come to 
kill time, I to make him an agreeable 
^on^anm.r^Bcddcs, you have only 
yourfelf to gratify,-^! have a large 
family to look to, and mud keep all 
my readers in good huxiaour. 

Killing of timSi my dear lady, is a 
ferioi^s bufinefs — Every body talks 
of it as a thing eafily effefted; but if 
you will credit what I teH you, all 

the 
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the labours of Hercules were a flea- 
bite to it; — for time is not to be 
deftroyed. — It is juft fuch a thing as 
the PolypeSj or (for I hate a fimile 
that does not lie at my. elbow) juft 
like one of the Sea Anemonies that 
are found on the rocks of Margate, 
which you may cut long ways, or 
crofs ways, or end ways, or edge 
ways, or any ways you pleafc, Aill 
every part you feparate becomes an 
entire whole, and the parent animal 
equally perfcft as before — Thus when 
you have flipt off from timey days,' 
and weeks, and nnonths, and years, 
new days, and weeks, and months, 
and years (hoot immediately into their 
places, and this inftantaneous fuccef- 
fion muft be eternaK — 

If my fimile is good for any thing, 
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time, with relpcdt to yourfelG is im- 
fnortaly and therefore never to be 
•killed. 

Now when one is harraffed by an 
adverfary too powerful to be over- 
come, it is a wife maxim to win him 
^o our intereft. — Befides, the tender- 
*nefs of your own heart. Madam, would 
;never excite in you a wifh to deftroy 
any thing — you do not want to kill 
Hime, you only wifh to prevent him 
•from . plaguing you; and there are a 
thoufand ways by which you may 
■make him your friend. — It is not 
ivith minds occupied in the avoca- 
'tions of domeftic life, or exercifed in 
•the duties of profeffions and bufineis, 
that time opens hoftilities ; — he at- 
tacks only the idle, and the diflipated, 
and fuch whom affluence and luxury 
•Jiave enervated.— We are all naturally 

Vol, I. F formed 



C 66 ] 

formed for adion ; and if thole who 
are placed by fortune beyond the 
toils, the wants, and the ani^icdes, 
which the generality of mankind are 
doomed to feel, would cultivate the 
many noble purfuits and (hidies which 
lie open to them, they might ever 
have entertainments of their own to 
revert to in all their leifure hours; 
nor be compelled to drive about the 
world with lai^id countenances, and 
live on the miferabU charity of public 
amufements. 

Thofc who have various refburces 
in themfelves, feel that independency 
of mind which all muft covet^ nor are 
ever confcious of the c^prefiions of 
time I they meet its approach with 
joy, and only blame the rapidity witfa 
which he leems to fteal away from 
them.— Such as have the mo&, of 

tl?efc. 
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thefe, will ever be found the happicft j 
^-chearfulnefs is the natural refult of 
exertion, and man the only being wc 
know of in creation to whom time 
appears often burthenfome. — 

For how many centuries did the 
fucceflbrs of Saint Peter make all the 
potentates of Europe ride behind 
them) — and trotted them up bill> and 
down hill, over rough and fmooth, 
juft as they pleafed to lead the way j 
-—for their holinefles always beftrid- 
ii^ a mule, partook a good deal of 
the humour of the bead that carried 
•them — Our Eighth Harry was one 
of the firft who openly quarrelled with 
the pilliottj and refolved to ride fingle, 
and independent; the advantages of 
iwhich England hath been fenfible of 
^ver fince.'— 

While we are able, like the Pope, 
F 2 to 
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to ride formofi^ and keep time on the 
crupper, which is the cafe of the ac- 
tive, the ingenious, and the happy, 
we may with more infallibility than 
the fee of Rome ever poffeffed, af- 
fert, that we have time at our com- 
inand 5 and every thing we meet with 
attrafts and delights. — But if we live 
at the mercy of time by being behind^ 
we are dragged on at whatever pace 
he pleafes to move, — the reins are 
out of our hands, and the whole jour- 
ney of life grows tedious, and irk- 
fome. — 

This is merely a hint en pajfanty and 
my readers remain at full liberty to 
dde whichever way they like beft, — 



MARGATE. 
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M A R G A T E- 

IT was one of thofe delicious morn* 
ings when the fun rifes in uncloud- 
ed beauty,, and darts in at every win- 
dow, to folicit the flumberer to walk 
forth and contemplate the glories of 
nature.^ — Having no fhutters to my 
chamber, and lying with yellow cur- 
tains drawn round me, I awaked, in a 
blaze of light too irrefiftible to fufFer 
me to clofe my eyes again.— 

'Tis a morning not to be loft, faid 
I,— fo dreffing haftily, I fallied out, 
to inhale its frefti breath from the fea. 
—The fifhing boats were all employ- 
ed at a diftance — the bathing ma- 
chines all bufy in the water— every 
thing was moving— every thing was 
gay and chearful. 

F 3 Having 
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Having ftroUed leifurely and pcn- 
fively along the fands that lead to- 
wards BiRCHiNGTON, I fat down in 
my return, on the the edge of the low 
range of rock called The Nailer, to 
mufe over the tide that was gently 
ftcaling in on the flat fhore^ and while 
my eyes were wandering over the 
fcene that was fpread befiwe me, my 
thoughts became fo totally engaged 
by it, that they infenfibly worked 
thcmfelves up into the following ad- 
drefs. 
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THE ADDRESS TO THE SEA. 

tlAIL! thou inexhauftible fourcc 
of wonder and contemplation ! — 
Hail ! thou multitudinous ocean ! 
whofe waves chafe one another down 
like ,the generations of men, and af- 
ter a momentary Ipace, are immerged 
for ever in oblivion! — Thy fludluat- 
ing Waters wafli the varied fhores of 
the world, and whild they disjoin na- 
tions, whom a nearer connedion 
would involve in eternal war, they 
circulate their arts, and their labours^ 
and give health and plenty to man- 
kind. ' • 

How glorious ! how awful are the 

fcenes thou difplayeft ! — Whether we 

view thee when every wind is hu(hed> 

F 4 —when 
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—when the morning fun, as now^ 
filvcrs the level line of the horizon, 
—or when its evening traft is marked 
with flaming gold, and thy unrippled' 
bofom reflects the radiance of the 
overarching Heavens !— Or whether 
we behold thee in thy terrors ! — when 
the black tempeft fweeps thy fwel- 
ling billows, and the boiling fiirgc 
mixes with the clouds, — when death 
rides the ftorm,- — and humanity drops 
a fruitlefs tear for the toiling mariner 
whofe heart is finking with dif- 
may!— 

And yet, mighty deep ! 'tis thy /ur^ 
face alone we view— Who can pene- 
trate the fecrets or thy wide domain T 
—What eye can vifit thy immenfe 
rocks and caverns, that teem with 
life and vegetation ? — Or fearch out 

the 
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be myriads of objefts, wbofe beau*-. 
es lie fcattered over thy dread 
bimes ?>— 

The mind ftaggers widi the immen- 
ty of its own conceptions, — and. 
,'hen (he contemplates xht flux and. 
eflux of thy tides,, which from the 
beginning of the world were never 
:nown to err, how does Ihe Ihrink at 
he idearof that Divine Power, which 
m^indWy laid thy foundations Jo Jure y;, 
md whofe omnipotent voice hath, 
ixed the limits where thy proud 
vavesjhall be flayed! 

But from the fpot where I am now 
fitting, I muft addrefs thee as that 
fblivious flood into which we plunge 
X) drown our infirmities. — How many 
difeafes, real, or imaginary, are now. 
«afhing off under yonder range o£ 

canvafs. 



C 74 3 

canvafs machines, drawn up iii foWS 
in the water, like a flying camp !-^ 

The fine lady withdraws herfelf from 
the pleafurable toils of high life, to 
new brace thofe nerves which luxury 
hath relaxed.— 

The bm vivant who has eat away 
his ftpmach, folicits from thee, a new 
appetite. — 

The antiquated tir gin who hasfhun-^ 
ned every warmer embrace, flics eager 
and unattired into thine.— 

The young and the healthy court 
thee for pleafure — the barren to be- 
come fruitful— the debauche afks of 
thee a reftorative — the corpulent a- 
fcouring — xhtfeeble^ ftrengtb— thci&y- 
poehondriacy fpiriis — and the numerous 
family of the rheumatic^ a fet of muf* 
clcs more pliant than thofe they poflefsK 

Good 
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Good heavens! what a world of 
wanfs f — and what clainis, bountiful 
Ocean, for thee to anfwer ! — 

Whether the diieafes of life mul- 
tiply—or that thy medicinal virtues 
have been but lately difcovered, is a 
queftion which I leave to the decifion 
of the college : certain it is, that thy 
fhores are daily nmore crowded with 
fuppliants. — Every little town thou 
walheft, fo fwarms now with a fpecics 
of inhabitants, unknown to it in for- 
mer times, that the ancient tenants of 
the place are compelled to ftretch out 
their homely dwellings into more fpa- 
cious houfes, for the admi(iion of the 
migrating ftranger 1— This circum- 
ftance proves in one fenfe, a confi- 
derable gain to them ; but an evil that 
accures from it is, that neither their 
manners, nor their morals, remain 

long 
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long what they were ; — the incurfions 
ef the opulent and the profligate 
difturb their peaceful domains ;. while 
riieir examples excite defires unfelt 
before, and which being felt, cannot 
always be gratified but at the expence 
of integrity. 

The old inhabitant poffibly takes, 
his revenge by impofing on the 
ftranger as much as he can j but alas ! 
how greatly is he a lofer on the whole! 
—Could he ever have refleftion enough 
to ftrike the balance, he would find 
the gain which arifes from the exer- 
cife of low cunning, is but a poop 
exchange for that calmplainfiefsy/hich 
is the moderator of the heart, and: 
that ftmflicity which is the guardian 
of virtue,. 
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THE BATHING ROOM. 

f^N entering one of the bathing 
rooms^ where people affcmble and 
converfe, till fuch time as their turns 
tome to take the machines, I was 
agreeably furprized to find a face or 
two among the company which I had 
three years before often feen in the 
fame place. 

We were reciprocally glad at the 
interview. It is a pleafmg circum- 
ftance to invalids to meet after a con- 
fiderable atbfencej — their hopes are 
mutually fortified, being thereby in- 
duced to conceive there is not fo 
much mortality in their complaints 
as they may have fulpe6ted. 

My lean carcafe was complimented 
on being plumped out fincc we had 

Jaft 
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laft feen each other j — I returned as. 
gracious a falute to the bilious gentle- 
man who had the civility to tell me 
fo, — but I fear it was in both of ib ra- 
ther the offering of good-nature than 
truth. 

A poor crippled figure, with an eye 
of languor, was con«nending the 
improved looks of a lady, whofe face 
wore the colour of an Indian pickle^ 
ivhich was ftron^y confirmed by a jierv« 
ous old gentlewoman^ who fat m the 
. next chair, fliaking like aCmNA Jofle. 

The flegmatic — the unfeeling, nciay 

tax thefe little attentions cf humanity 

with the opprobrious name g[ diffimw- 

Aation ; but I will ever maintain^ that 

it is among the courtefies of life to 

keep people ia good humour with 

thenniclves; — I am confident it i» the 

>fureft method to make them io with 

2 thofe 
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tnofe about them, and the world rubs 
on pleafantly by it, — ^This difpofi- 
tion, if analyzed, may be reduced to 
a modification of flattery, but 'tis di- 
vefted of its naufeating quality, ren- 
dered palatably and fwallowed with 
fatisfaftion. 

Now flattery in the grofs, unmo- 
<iified, or, as it is commonly termed 
grofs flattery, afks a moft fortunate 
^coincidence of circun\ftances to make 
it go down at all -, for if too flrong to 
beftomached, or iU-timed, it never 
fails to bring difgrace on the perfoa 
who ofiers it. 

Such was the fortune of a French 
foef who prefcnted to Louis the 
xivth, an elaborate ode on the many 
con<|ue(ls and triumphs he had ob- 
ta^eds in which, agreeably ta the 
.umntcUigible fublimity of ode-wxit- 

.ingj 
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ing, he was ftiled of Race Divim^^^ 
X)mnipotenty'^Immortdl. — ^It chanced to 
fee the only piece of paper in his ma- 
jefty's pocket, when a violent fit of 
the gripes (which can fully even the 
fplendor of a French throne) had 
placed the vi£lor of the world on a 
chaife percee. — 

Pinched almoft to death, and dc« 
tained on his feat in that humiliating 
fituation, the titles of Divine^ Omni" 
'fotenty and Immortal^ prefented theni- 
felves, at that inftant, but as mockery 
^nd injult — -the pride of the monarch 
yielded to the Jenftbility of the man, 
and the ode was applied to that pur- 
pofe which (hould ever be the fare of 
proftituted flattery. — 

Moft of the company had talked 
-over their own cafe, which invalid's 
ztt particularly fond of doing, and 

aU 
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all had given a judgment on the fea; 
but in general fo contradiftory, that 
; had I formed my opinion on theirs, 
it would have amounted nearly to this 
•—that it thinned and it thickened the 
blood — it ftrengthened— -it weakened 
—it made people fat — it made them 
lean — [it braced — it relaxed — it was 
good for every thing— and good for 
nothing,— 

// will wajh you all clean, however, 
fays a grave gentleman in the gaU 
lery, if it does nothing elfe. — 

I had from my firft coming into 
the bathing room, oblerved the per- 
fon who threw out this obfervation, 
fitting clofe to the baluftrade. He 
was in a night-cap, and gold-laced 
hat, wrapped in a great coat^ with 
a filk handkerchief tied round his 
neck. — As he had remained filent 

Vol. I. G till 
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took my ftation in this gallery — but 
I believe (looking at his watch) I 
have already fnuffed up my morning 
fervice, and fliall now go to the cof- 
fee-hioufe to breakfaft. — 

You fmile. Sir (added he) and well 
you may — for who the devil could 
perfuade one that a bad ftomach might 
be mended by any thing, that did not 
go into it through the natural channel 
of the mouth ?— 

— ^None — but a pbyjician. Sir.— 
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THE READER^S LOOKING-GLASS. 

CONJECTURAL criticifm may be 
confidered as extremely analogous 
to inoculation — the operation in both 
arts being nearly the fame 5 — a punc^ 
ture or incifion is made in whatever 
fubjedt we take in hand, fbmething 
foreign to its »^/«r^?/ compoficion i»- 
Jinuated into it, ^\io{t Juhtilty is to cir- 
culate through the whole mafs; — and 
if there arife from it fome tumours or 
excrefcences which have fufEcient force 
to ripen into new matter^ the critic 
and the furgeon have obtained their 
end,— 

Now it is one of the bleffings of 

the prefent enlightened age, that ino-^ 

culation and criticifm are made cafy 

to all capacities; and both fo uni- 

G 3 verfally 
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verfally exercifed, that an author may 
.a3 yiy hope to efcape the fmall-pox, 
as that his labours in fome part, or 
Other will efcape a falfe interpreta- 
tion.— The wifeft ftep we can take in 
either cafe, is to be fraperly preparU 
before-hand. 

I have therefore ever thought the 
dividing a work into chapters, the 
mod advantageous mode of writ- 
, ingj for while it offers the reader^ 
who has a long volume to travel 
through, commodious baiting places, 
cither to take breath, or to take a 
nap J it gives the author a little lei- 
fure to look about him, to confider if 
he is going on fafely, and to guard 
againft every accident that may befall 
liim.— 

The greateft obftruftions to the 

liiccefsful journey of an author, arifc 

^ from 
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ffom tbe different complexion and 
temper of his readers, — It will of 
courfe be as ufeful to him as a book 
of the roads, to carry in his mind 
their various ch^aftcrs, that he Aiay 
the better perceive which of them he 
fliould defend himfelf againft, and 
which of them it ought to be his more 
particular aim to pleafe. 

Whatever the fubjeft be which he 
treats of, the generality of thofe who 
by accident, or inclination, become 
his readers, may be ranked under one 
or other of the following defcriptions : 

The Superficial reader. 

The Idle reader. 

The Sleepy reader. 

The Peevish reader. 

The Candid reader. 

The Conjectural reader. 
I may poffibly not efcapc cenfure for 
G4 having 
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and pores over it, till it drops from^ 
his hand; — or if by repeated attacks^ 
he fairly arrives at the Finis of a vo- 
lume, he has waded through it fo be- 
tween fleeping and waking, that it i$: 
often a doubt with himfelf whether he 
has read it at all.~ 

No works of genius are ever feen 
on his fticlves, they are of too JlUnu^ 
Jawing 3, nature,, and would defeat his^ 
purpofc,^ — but a pknty oi Joporific 
ireatifes, under the varied titles of 
Journalsy Annotations:^ Books q( Con'^ 
^fi^GverJyy and Metapbyjical Dijferta-^ 

An old relation of naine, who died 
a martyr to the gout, ufed, as he fet 
in his ftudy, to cftimate his books not 
from ^fkafure^ h\M{rQm^^ good naps 
they had afforded him.— This, coufin, 
£ud hier— (poimii^ round the room 

with 
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deeper into books, paffes at roxits 
and tea-tables for a well-read gentle- 
man, — 

The Idli reader is the reverfe of 
the former.— He is a great perufer of 
little volumes, but reads without me- 
thod, or purfuit, not making know-- 
ledge ^ but amujementy his obje£t,— 

— He is in one fenfe of the happieft 
clafs, for he is in no danger of ever 
reading himfelf out ; fo many perfons 
being daily employed to perpetuate 
his pleafures, by feducing novels — 
little hiftories, which familiarize the 
arts of intriguing — Memoirs of Prof-- 
titutes — Anecdotes of Women of ^^- 
//Vy— and L'ves oi Highwaymen. — 

The Sleepy Reader is ever a man 
of a dull languid temperament, both 
of body and mind,— He takes up a 
book when he can do nothing elfe, 

and 
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nature in my compofition, I publicly 
declare the fecret (hall die with me .*— 

The Peevish reader is made up of 
conceit and ill-humour — He cavils with 
the dejigfiy the colourings or xhtfinijhing^ 
of every piece that comes before him. 
—Few have fufficient merit to extort 
his approbation — he had rather even 
be filent, than commend, and finds 
his higheft fatisfadtion in difcovering 
faults.— 

A man of this caft is an objcft of 
compaffion ; for in the imperfeft ftate 
of human labours, he muft pafs his 
time very miferably !— 

— But let us leave him to the fe- 
vere dcftiny of never being plea/ed:-^ 
To counterpoife his fpleen, behold the 
CANDfD reader appears. — Amiable 
fpirit! — in thee I contemplate the 
gentleman — the fcholar, — the true 

critic— 
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critic— flow to cenfure — eager to ap- 
plaud ! — convinced by what arduous 
fteps fuperior excellence is attained, 
thy liberal mind cherifheth every ef- 
fort of genius, and unwillingly con- 
demns what thy corredt judgment 
cannot approve. — 

But, Candid reader ! thy charadcr 
hath been more happily delineated by 
a long-admired writer; in quoting 
whofe lines, I cannot refift this occa- 
lion to fay, that they are as fl:rongly 
•defcriptivc of the amiablenefs of his 
own. 

— ** Yes ; they whom candor and true taftc 

** infpire, 
^ Blame not with half the paflion they admire ; 
f Each little blemifh with regret defcry, 
«* But mark the beauties with a raptur'd eye*". 



• Thefe lines are to be found in an elegant pro- 
iogue, written by William Melmoth> Efquire, 
to the Tragedy of Cleonb. 

The 
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The CoKjECTVRAL reader briagt 
^ the rear;*^ in fpeakirlg of v\^hom I 
dcfirc to be undcrftood as confining 
my remarks folely to cenjeSlural criti- 
tifm. — He is, or fhould be, z man of 
parts, who exercifes his ingenuity on 
deceafed writers, by clearing up paf- 
fagcs he fuppofes they left obicure, 
and interpreting them by his owm 
conceptions — difcovering beauties 
where the aurfior perhaps intended 
none, and tracing out meanings he 
might never have in view.— *- 

RoDOLPHus Gander GuyTCH£,the 
famous profcflbr at the univcriity of 
Hall, in his preface to the three 
J»pplemental volumes of his cammenta^ 
ries^ printed in folio at Leipsic^ 
mentions that it was his conftant cuf- 
tom, while engaged in that elaborate 
work, to ruminate on his fubjed in hi* 

^eat 
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great chair, till he infenfibly fdl »- 

rflecp :—" During which time," fays hc^ 
" I always fouad that my thoughts 

*•* digefted thcmfclves into matter and 
" method, and on awaking, I was 
" able the more fuccefsfully to profe- 

^•^ cute my labours/' 

I wifli the example of this valuable 
critic may not have too much influ- 
enced fuccecding commentators 5 Ibmc 
of whom adopting the profcflbr's 
napping chair, without pofleffing his 
art of rifing from it with a clear headj, 
have not always fufficiently feparated 
their dream from their fubjeil. — 

As I make no doubt but that 
this little work will be read an hun- 
^d^cd years hence, when I may pro* 
bably be out of the way to anfwer for 
-myfelf, — it may then happen that 
ibnnc Conjectural Reader, canvaflt 
3 i»fi 
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iog the latter part of the preceding 
chapter, may fagacioufly conclude, 
from my fending a patient tofmell the 
Jea mud for his recovery, that I there- 
by meant to ridicule the pradlice of 
phyfic. 

To favc his penetration the tri- 
iMTiph of fuch a difcovery, as well as 
to refcue that page from the burthen 
of a note, I hereby avow, that I en- 
tertain the higheft cfteem for the fa-- 
culty^ and conGder the phyficians in 
general of this kingdom, as by far 
the moft learned body of men it pof- 
feffeth, — combining with their parti- 
cular knowledge fo beneficial to man- 
kind, all the moft liberal and exten- 
five fciences, — and when to the fupe- 
rior abilities of a Heberden, I can fee 
united that diftinguiftied humanity, 
and that fweetncfs of manners which 

adorn 
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adorn his amiable life,— ^it forms fuch 
a charafter as we mull ever look up 
to with love and refpe(5l:, — 

I had future occafions to know that 
the perfon I converfed with in the 
bathing room was Mr. Deputy Gris- 
KIN, an eminent broker of the city, — 
a -thorough hn vivanty — who fang a 
jolly fong — never miffed a parifli, or 
city feaft — nor finiflied any treaty for 
a confiderable contradt, without mak- 
ing a good dinner at the King's 
Arms the concluding article, — Hav- 
ing with unwearied appetite eat his 
way through life, he might probably 
have eat it to the grave, had not his 
phyfician, who knew that abftinence 
was all that was neceflary to reinftate 
his health, and in whofe opinion he 
placed much confidence — hit on the 
above-mentioned expedient, to with- 

VoL. I, H draw 
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draw him from the table, and 
tie..-- 

I popped on Mr. Deputy Grij 
/ix months after, as he was eatu 
tafin of turtle foiip at Horto 
—when tipping me a wink as 1 
down by him — " This is better," 
he, "than your Margate wj 
** works;— you find I am out of 
** leading-ftrings now; — however 
" doftor is a ytry honeft ^ntlei 
*^ and I believe I (hall have an< 
** Jmell at the mud next Icafon !'' 
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THE DIGRESSION. 

f\ Nature ! it is to thee that I de- 
vote myfclf, and dedicate my 
pen ! — How doft thou enrapture 
thofe who contemplate thy charms! 
— What dignity, what beauty in 
thy paintings ! — 'Tis a hand im- 
mortal that hath traced them ! — No- 
thing prefles unbecomingly on the 
fight ! -^Harmony prevails through- 
ou*>~and lights and ftiades are fo 
blended, and fo loft in one another, 
that all is ferenity and repofe ! — 

It is juft thus in a natural piiiure 
of human life, which has not been in- 
jured by vice, or injudicioufly .re- 
touched by art. The parts being 
originally well dlfpojed, there is a 
truth and fm^Ucity in the outlines,— 
H 2 the 
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the intrufions of affeSlation offend not 
the fenfe — no falje colouring difturbs 
the defign j -~ its Jhadows^ its glows, 
and its refleEtions., arc all found juft; — 
and good-humour, like the orb of 
day, gives a fun-fhine to every fea* 
ture, and finilhes a piece we can ne- 
ver look on but with pleafure ! — 

— More might be made of this al- 
lufion — but as I hate to run a thought 
to death. Til leave it to thofc who 
love the fport. — It has fufficiently 
anfwered my purpofe, which was on- 
ly to conduct my. reader to the begiiv 
ning of the next chapter. 



THE 



[ loi J 



THE PARADE. 

HTHOSE who have paced the Pan^ 
tiles at TuNBRiDGEjOr the*?/^/»^ 
at Brighthelmstone, will, I doubt 
not, be ft ar tied at the boldnefs of a 
writer, who (hould prefer the Parade 
at Margate to either. — But I muft. 
ever decide in favor of naturey as long 
as my voice can articulate a note of 
approbation. — 

— Mon dieul cries my man of tafte, 
as he is fipping his chocolate, efi il 
pojjible? — I expefted as much.— 

Now I hold, that whoever oppofes 

another's opinion, even in matters of 

no moment, is bound in honour to 

declare what his own is founded 

on. — 

- Among the errors of the pre fen t 

H 3 age; 
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age, it IS not the leaft that we become 
every day more the mimics of one 
another ; — we are not lefs affiduous in 
cafting our manners, and our fenti^ 
ments, into the prevailing mode of 
behaviour, than we are in cutting 
our cloaths to the reigning falhion-^ 
in both, avowed imitators of the 
Frenc«, though eternity will over- 
take us before there will be a pro- 
bability of our being really, like 
them. 

Foreign nations have conftantly re- 
fiiarked ours, as abounding with a 
greater dtverfity of cbara£ier than any 
other.— Our genius gives the inclina- 
tion, and the independency of indi- 
viduals allows us the indulgence of 
it. — I am concerned to add, that this 
remark is continually growing lefs 
authorized i — we arc moulding our- 

fclves 
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fcltei ip^ct Itrtto tme Jbap^,^^znd I fear 
the futtate rtovclift, or comic writer, 
wiW- fihd hhtifelf obliged to paint more 
from idea, than frpm real life* 

Large conrtparties, compofed of pea- 
pie of a fepcrior ftation, exhibit but 
t6 many |)erfonages of the fame caft, 
dSffinfguifhabte 6rtly by the gradatidit 
bf age, or beauty. — If you would 
look f6t manhers untainted by affec- 
tation, or marked with fimplicity, 
they.mtirt be fought among thofe of 
a rmddle rank, or of no rank at all. 
—The progrefs of faOiion hath not! 
yet fo fwept from the walks of this 
place, that diDerftty I have been Ipeak- 
ing of, but that there ftill are to be 
met with, many plain, unrefined cha-^ 
rafters, intermingled with the morcf 
polifhed crowd. The frequent «w- 
fiO'ts and exports of the Hoys con- 
H 4 ftantly 
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ftantly maintain the inequality, and 
iprcad a more fpacious canvafs* 
. — The decent tradefman flips from 
town for his half crown, and ftrolls 
up and down the Parade as much at 
his eafe as he treads his own fhop.— 

His wife, who perhaps never eloped 
fo far from the metropolis before, 
flares with wonder at the many new 
objefts which furround her, — her eyes 
fpeak her pleafed with every thiug-r- 
and the openncfs of her heart confcffes 
it; carelefs of the fcornful fiiccr of 
more improved travellers. 

The farmer's rofy-cheeked daugh- 
ter crofles the ifland on her pillion^ 
impatient to peep at the London fe- 
males — Do but obferve. Madam, with 
what aftonifhmenc they glance at one 
sinother, as if they had mutually feen 
their antipodes. — Heavens ! would you 

ever 
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ever have imagined them to be of th© 
fame (ex and country ? — 

The Londoner views with a dif- 
dainful furprife, the aukward ftraw 
hat> and expojed ruddy countenance of 
the ruftic nymph i. who in her turn^ 
fcrutinizes the inexplicable coiffure of 
her criticifcr, unable to conceive what 
can have befallen tht features of a face 
of which the noje is the only viJibU 
fign.— 

But hark ! — the loud giggle— and 
the tofs of the head, which denotes it 
belongs xojomehody — proclaim the beft 
company arrived. — Every female re- 
pofing on a long crook-ftick, half as 
high again as herfelf ; that one would 
fwear they were juft arrived from a 
nutting party in the woods. — All is 
clatter — all i? motion, — the croud 
thickens with fine gentlemen, and 

fine 



[ 106 ] 

fine ladies ; while their echo^, in the 
forms of valets and chambermaid^^ 
fill np the fide fcenes, and enrich the 
group.— 

The plain fijherman leaning ovef* 
the rails of the Pier^ attends^ to, and 
contemplates, the jargon of all thtf 
pretty men and women who pals and 
repafs him, without envying the firft, 
6t feeling a wifh excited for the lat- 
ter. — The truth is, his levelled, cir- 
eumfcribed ideas, never attained the 
dull fublimity of polifhed life — it is 
written in charafters to him irnintel- 
Kgible, and one line of Nature is worth 
it all.— 



SAINT 
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SAINT LAl/RENGK. 

'TpHERE reigns through moft part 
of the Ifle ofTHANET, and par- 
ticularly fo, for many miles around 
Margate, fuch an extraordinary neat- 
nefs in the hufbandry, that the fields, 
which lie chiefly open, appear like a 
wide extended garden, prefenting the 
eye on every fide with fertility and 
beauty; while the trinnnefs of the many 
villages, which are fcattered over it, 
fhews that the hand of induftry pre- 
vails throughout! 

As the fea air, and exercife, are mor^ 

beneficial to me than a courfe of mud-- 

Jmellingy I generally pafs four or five 

hours every day in rambling over this 

delightful fcenery. — 

In one of my rides the other morn- 
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fng, I accidentally met with an ac- 
quaintance, who had taken a litde 
habitation for his fummer refidence, 
within half a naile of Ramsgatej 
whom I promifed to take a fa- 
mily dinner with the firfl: opportu^ 
nity.- — 

As my valet (whom I have men- 
tioned before) was fitting down my 
breakfaft on the table, I perceived 
his hair, (which was at this hour ge- 
nerally en papillote) drefled out to the 
bell advantage; and his black cra- 
vat very nicely adjufted. — By his ap* 
pearance I fufpefted there was fome- 
thing in the wind. — After fidgetting 
about the room, and moving half a. 
dozen things which were not out of 
their place, whilft he gained courage 
to fpeak, the bufinefs came out with 
'—Apparemmenty Monfteur nejfait pasy 

qu'il 

3 
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^u*ily a une Fete cet apres midi a Saint 
Laurent ? 

At Saint Laurence ? — Why, 
that is juft the place where my friend 
lives ! — 

After looking wiftfully at me, the 
fequel of his intelligence was aR 
humble requeft, that if I had no par- 
ticular occafion for him, he might 
be permitted to take a walk over 
there himfelf. — 

—A Frenchman's fpirits arc al- 
ways in full flow. — The name of a 
Fete is every thing to himj—and 
he. makes a Fete of almoft any 
thing* — 

— Thou mayeft enjoy it and wel- 
come—fays I, — and ril go to Saint 
Laurence too, and fee my friend— 
fo ftep up to the ftable-yard, and give 
orders for my horfes to be ready 

at 
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0t nooa-r'He left the roem with 9 
look that told me how much he 
ihanked me. — 

— And now. La Pierre, whilft thou 
art running with a light foot, and ftill 
lighter heart, to fee every thing pre- 
pared to my wifti, thou (halt be fol- 
lowed by the eulogium of a maftefj 
on whom thy faithful fervices, as w€ 
have long journeyed together, have 
not been thrown away! — Thy un- 
ihaken honefty hath claimed my con- 
fidence ! — thy artlef« attention my 
regard! — Whilft, with unwearied di-. 
ligence, thou haft gallopped after me 
through France and IxALy, full 
many and many a dreary league, how 
often hath thy addrefs overcome dif-^ 
ficulties ! — thy hilarity amuJed ! — 
thy fimplicity inftrudted note! — BuC 
it i;^ in other fcenes than thefe th4t I 
4 ihaU 
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Ihall introduce thee to my reader, 
Ihould ever my indolence allow mc 
to offer. the public thofe travels.— 
Then (halt thou make no inconfide- 
rable figure on my page! — and thy 
charader, of which I now but faintly 
trace the outlines, fhall receive from 
my grateful hand the juft colouring it 
defervcs 1 



THE 
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THE RUNNING MATCH. 

\X^HEN a Frenchman, as I have 
hinted before, talks of a FitCy 
one is often at a lofs to know what 
may conftitute it. — It is frequently 
enough for him, that a number of 
people are aflembled In their holiday 
cloaths — whether for the purpofe of 
.canonizing a Joints or to form a guin- 
guettCy is not material. — Nay, had 
there been no more than a ginger- 
bread fair at Saint Laurence, La 
Pierre would have probably gone 
thither, and returned too, pcrfc6Uy 
fatisfied. 

— But it happened to be fomething 
better— for it was really a Fete iu^ 
Village i called in this country a Run- 
tTiNo Match \ which is an amufement 

common 
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common in thefc parts, though I had 
never myfelf fecn one of the kind, 
cither in the ifland, or elfc where.— 

As my friend, after dinner, pro- 
pofed we fliould be fpcftators of it^ 
he obligingly gave me a few particu- 
lars relative to this fpecies of rural 
fports. 

A certain .number of young men, 
who arc aftive and expert, at the bu- 
finefs, for a trifling fum colle6led 
among rhemfdves, challenge each 
other to contend in a Running 
Match. — They divide into two fets, 
as opponents; ufually about eleven on 
a fide,, though fometimes more ; eacli 
party wearing a ' particular coloured 
ribband tied about their arms, to di- 
ftingurfli them from their adverfa- 
ries. 

Their method of running, as I un- 
Vox. I. I derftood, 



■ 
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dcrftood, was, that each fide when 
they dripped for the conteftj depo- 
iited their cloaths for their refpcftivc 
goals^ at the diftance of eight or tea 
rods from one another ; and thus ar- 
rangedj (land prepared for the race.— 
As foon as it is agreed which fide be- 
gins, one of that fide /allies from the 
goal, who when he has ran out four 
or five rodSj is marked and chaced 
by one of his antagonifts i whofe en- 
deavour it is to purfue him^ .fo as to 
be able to lay his hand upon fomc 
part of his body j which if Jie ^edlsip 
this is called giving a Jlroke. — But to 
prevent, this effeft, he, who departed 
Jecondy is,^ter he advances four or five 
rods, purfued in his turn by another 
of the ^^ j)arty J and this Jaft man 
in the fame manner by another of the 
Jecond party, and &} .alternately, one 

.after 
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after another^ each ftrivlng by pur- 
fuing his adverfary, who went out 
immediately before him, to divert 
that adverfary from being able to give 
tbcftroke to the man he was aiming 
to lay hold of, by awakening his ac-<. 
Mention to his own fecurity j each con- 
tender alfo taking every precautipn ia 
his power^ to keep to himfclf a re- 
:treat open to that goal from whence 
he fet out. 

Thofe racers, who are expert, and 
Tiave been much accuftomcd to this 
iport, will chace each other frequent- 
ly for a long time, before there will 
be a fingle Jhroke re<:cived on either 
fide. 

As foon as it happens that a ftroke 
is giveUy the race is immediately flop- 
ped, and every man returns to his 
refpcdive goal.— The party that has 
I 2 loft 
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loft iheftroke then renew the race as 
before, and whichever fide obtains the 
jirfi Jeven firdkes beconies the viftor of 
the <iay. 

To prevent any difpute that may 
arife concerning tbejiroke^ each party 
before the race begins, choofes an urn- 
pirei who are placed on the moft 
convenient fpot for dbfcrving the 
match, and by ^hofe decifions all 
differences are adjufted. — But thefe 
are the fports of pleaforc— -of heahh 
— and of fimplicity, — far unlflce thofe 
pernicious games introdticed by wan- 
ton luxtiry, which difturt) the tran- 
quillity of the mrnd, and agitate every 
paffion of the heart, — Here emulation 
is the fole point in view— each be- 
ing ambitious to Ihew his agility and 
ftrength. — All is conduftcd with good 
humour and amity j — nor is it the leaft 

pleafino; 
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pleafing part of the fcene^ that when 
the €onteft is overj the viffors and 
the vanquijhed divide the triumph > 
the former expending the prize in a 
rural fupper prepared on the fpot, at 
which they are only diftinguiflied from 
the latter, by fitting at the upper end 
of the table.*— 

—-My friend added, that he be- 
lieved there would be many people 
o» this occafion, as the fon of a weal- 
thy farmer in the neighbourhood, was 
one of the race; who, though a re- 
nnarkably fleet and experienced youth,. 
had not run this fummer, having as 
it was thought, been pining for love 
of a young woman of Manston, who 
was an bcirefs with five hundred 
pounds in het* pocket. — But it is ge- 
inerally conjeftured, fays he, that 
Fanny is in reality as deeply fmitten 
I 3 as 



as Richard, and only withholds her 
anfwcr for the pkafuuc of being; 
dangled after by her admirer.— 
' When we had walked down to the 
pkcc of contention^ it prcfented u* 
with a moft interefting fcene. — It 
was a field furroundcd with k hedge,, 
that bloomed with briap-rofes ^nd 
wild honeyfucklcs, — on one fide was^ 
A fmall plantation of trees, under 
which was raifed an awning of lail- 
cloth, tied from ftem to Item, form*- 
ing a kind of large tent, beneath 
which the tables for the fupper were 
placed. 

The grafs was covered with many 
people from the neighbouring vil- 
lages, aflfembled in their Sunday 
cloaths, — while thefe formed an ex^ 
^nded circle, and had their' ^tten- 
^lon fixed on the young men, who 

were 
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were exerting their abilities in the 
race, fcvcral rtrrri fermlei were cnrt- 
ployed in twifting wreaths of wild 
ftowcrs tbimd the bottoms of the 
trees that fupported the tent; and 
others, in blending together garden 
ones, which they had brought in lit- 
tle balkets, into nofegays and chap- 
lets, to prtfent all the contenders 
with when the match was finifhed.— 

La Pierre had run away with half 
his dinner, for fear of lofing a mo- 
ment of the Fet e.-^lt was the fcene 
in the world for him ! — His vivacity,— 
his good-humour,— his broken Eno« 
LTSH— and his infinite attention to 
every thing that wears a petticoat, excite 
him to be ever offering his fervice— 
' and renders that fervice ever ^gagJ 
ing.— I could not but jStiile to feti 
him buftling about with th^ cd^ntry* 
I 4 girls. 



I 



[ "O ] 

girls, and af&iling them in tying up^ 
their flowers— for La Pierre has the 
vanity to believe that no man can 
compofe a bouquet fo gracefuUy as 
himfelf.— 

All the runners were ftript in their 
fhirtSj with white linen breeches, and 
white dockings i and each had a filk 
handkerchief tied round his waift* — 
It was hardly ncceflfary for my friend 
to point out the farmer's fon whom 
he had mentioned, as his manly figure, 
and fuperior agility, had before dif- 
tinguilhed him to me. — Indeed no- 
thing but habitude could produce in 
all of them, that fleetnefs of foot, 
and she rapidity exercifed in their re- 
peated evolutions; — and we may fup- 
pofe that each exerted himfelf to the 
utmoft, from the interell he might 
feel ia the approbation of the rural 

maidens 
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maidens who were fpeftatoss of the 
race. — Fanny was indeed by no means 
an unmoved one — fhe had on a little 
ilraw-haty. lined with pink^ and a 
flowered linen gown». tied with rib-, 
bands of the fame colour^ and pinned 
back to ihew a pir^ petticoat be* 
neath — an air of modefty, and the 
hue of health, more marked her coun- 
tenance than any particular beauty in 
her features. — As foon as (he was 
(hewn to me, I noticed her eyes fol- 
lowing with eagernefs every turn of 
her admirer^— and fufEciently read ia 
her looks the interell he had in her 
heart — though whenever he acciden- 
tally pafled near, and glanced his 
view towards her, (he affefted to turn 
her's afide, and conceal her atten- 
tion. — 

As we walked between the trecf, 

to 
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to obfenre their decor^tionSj said the 
ruftic manner of fetting out the flip- 
per, the young women fliewed a fa- 
tisfaftion in feeing Us fb tdceit with 
their fports. — While I ftood by Fan- 
NY, I could not help expreffing to her 
my^pleafure in being fortunately jH-e- 
ftnt at fo truly a paftoral fcene. — She 
replied, with a blufli, '*' It fuits very 
•*.well. Sir, fuch folks as we." — It is 
fuch only, fays I, that can pcrfedHy 
enjoy it^~half the great people of the 
world would be unworthy of it — the 
infipid refinements of life exclude them. 
— She looked at her companions, and 
fmiled. — 

Long was the contcft on either fide, 
and arduoufly urged ori both— but 
now the (houts of the circling ipec- 
tators declare the match decidcfd, and 
Richard the foremoft of the vic- 
tors. 
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lors.'-'All ran to congratulate them— 
and as the diipucants draw toward 
die tent^ feme of the maidens pre* 
fenc every chanipion with a nojegajy 
and each of the conquerors- with one 
of the little cbapkts they had pre- 
pared, which they immediately bind 
rhemfelves round hid head. — 

Mod of the villagers who came to* 
die fport, now gradually retire, while 
die young women^ who are connefted 
with the runners, are bulitd in plac- 
ing the cold fupper on the tables.-— 
!La Pierre- could not avoid lending a» 
hand, and diverted them all with his 
officious good humour. — 

Every thing arranged, thofe who- 
hevc obtained the victory, and after 
them, the fubdued, prefent the bou^ 
guets they have received to the nympb 
whom they wilb to have next them 
♦ at 
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at fopper, and who is after oi coorfir 
CD be their partner in the daoceir— 

O Richard! 'ds now thf trial 
eomcs!^— I who have long breathed, 
and ftill breathe under the influence 
of love^ who know how much it opens 
every channel of the hearty and fcts 
each delicacy of fentiment afloat, — how 
doth my (ympathizing boibna feel for 
thee in this critical inftant 1 — I Ice thee 
offer with an air of diffidence, this 
pUJge a/ diftinSion to thy Fam my.— 
I (ce pi^red on thy countenance the 
ftruggles of hope and firary— and her 
acceptance urged by looks, that art 
is too weak to defcribel— She re- 
cedes — but recedes relu&ant. — I view 
thee ftill with ardour perfevere — the 
very roies tremble in thy chapletj and 
add a new grace to thy brow \ — 

— ^And lo! diy mifliefi turns lels 

averfei 
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averfe;— (he doubts — fhe deliberates— 
Ihe almofl: refolves — fhe lifts up her 
eyes, and beholds her lover crowned 
a Ofnqueror i-^fhe receives the nofegay 
froni his hand — and compleats his 
triumph ! 

Richard, who was known to my 
friend, moft preflingly folicited us 
to partake of their entertainment, and 
feated us 'by himfelf and Fanny.— 
After the repaft, ivhich confided of 
cold meat, a Iktlc ihell filh, with 
feme fruit, and vegetables, a goblet 
of home-made wine went round the 
table, in falutation of the vidtors, and 
in wilhing future fuccefs to thofe who 
had miffed it to-day. — It was alto- 
gether fo unexpefted a fcenc of na- 
ture, and fimplicity, that I almofl: 
fancied my fclf in the plains of Ar.- 

CADIA^ 
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CADI A, by feckig thus realized the 
^ftions of poetry. — 

The flipper ended, they all rofe up 
,at the found of the tabour and pipe, 
—and each taking out the partner he 
had before made choice of^ they be- 
.gan the dance, which was to clofc 
the evening with the fame temperate 
ffeftivity.— 

My heart was fo much with them, 

»that I forgot how time ftole away, tiU 

the full moon, rifing flowly from the 

^horizon into a cloudlels fky, remind- 

«jed me of my dillancc from home, — 

I mounted my horfe with reludlance 

—and La PimR^ who followed in 

high fpirits, obferved, as we rode 

along, that he was fure the entertain- 

sment he had feen was never invented 

Ay the English, as the people were 

4lU 
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all fo polite to each other, and ao one 
<juarrelfome or drunk. 

The reader will rejoice to hear, 
that foon after this Fete du village y my 
friend at Saint Laurence informed 
me;» that Richard and Fanny had 
been alked in church the preceding 
Sunday, " and as the whole jieigh- 
" bourhood," fays he, /' fo much wifh 
•" their . union, there is no fear that 
^' any one m\\ forbid the hanns.'\ 



DRAPERS 
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DR A Pl; R^S. 

, A Traveller Ihould think nothing be- 
low his notice. — Every fccnc of 
fife is a pifttire, whereof Ibme part, 
or other, is worth his attention.— 
The pencil of the Great Creator 
hath fpread before us an eternal va- 
riety in liis compofifions 5 nor charm- 
ed us more with the Juhlimity of de- 
figrii and the Jplendid colouring of fome 
pieces, than by the modefi tints, and 
miaffeSied truths by which he often 
wins our eyes to lefs diftinguilhed 
fubjefts. — 

The ladies, the other day after din- 
ner at Clermont's, propofed that 
we fhould drink tea at Draper's; 
Amelia having in her walks, found 
among the women who inhabit that 

foundation^ 
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'foundation, a pcrfon whom flie re- 
membered for a long courfe of years 
lervant to an old lady of her ac- 
quaintance. 

• My reader 'fhould be informed, that 
Draper's" is a charity irfftituted the 
beginning of this century by a Qua- 
ker, as a kind of afylum for eight 
women, who have each a diftinfl: 
houfe and garden 5 tut they are ranged 
together fo as to form one large 
building, in the centre of which is 
a mceting-houfe for people of the 
founder's profeflion j and though ori- 
ginally the charity was intended for 
fuch, yet now thofe who are of a dif- 
ferent perfuafion, may be admitted 
members. — It is half a mile diftant 
from Margate, and as moft of the 
women employ themfelves in knit- 
ting garters, laces, pin-culhions, &c. 
Vol, !• K they 
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they have every day vifitors and cuftom- 
crs,'in the ladies. from that place.— 

I will fhew you, fays Amelia* as 
we went along, a very happy old wo* 
man; — her father was a confidcrablc 
tpadefman at Canterbury, and edu- 
cated her well; but meeting with 
many loffes, and dying infolvent, ihc 
was taken as an upper fervant and 
companion, by the old lady I men- 
tioned, who knew well her family ^ 
and who, though extremely rich her- 
felf, and bountiful in promifes, at her 
death rewarded a faithful fervice of 
near thirty years with a paltry an- 
nuity of ten pounds. — Having by her 
care faved up about twQ hundred 
guineas, the added produce of this 
fum might have made her eafy tenaper 
perfeftly contented; but trufting it 
with a nephew (to whom ^t her de- 

ceafe 
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^eafe (he meant to leave it) in order 
to put it out on a good fecurity, he 
embezzled the whole, and left her 
without the hope of retrieving a Ihil- 
ling of it. — By the afliftance of a friend 
at Canterbury (he got placed in 
this charity, on the firfl: vacancy;* 
and feems, in her little retirement, to 
have forgotten the difappointments of 
life.- 

Amelia had drawn the outlines of 
an interefting portrait, and the fight 

- of the original proved it a juft one— 
for it prefented the figure of a litde 
elderly woman, with an eye full of 
vivacity, and fuch a calmnefs in all 

-her features' as befpoke the tranquil- 
lity of the mind within. — The fimplc 
neatnefs of her perfon was not more 
remarkabk than that of her little 

.^habitation.— ;E very thing was fet in 
K 2 order— 
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'^ me more than it ought — for ir. 
*' grkved mc, that what I had beeiv 
" years faving for the maintenance of 
*' my age, (hould be fquandered away 
*^ in an inftant by profligacy.! — But it 
" pleafed God it fhould be.fo;r— and it 
'* pleafed him alfo in my misfortune 
" to raife me a friend, who unfolicited 
" obtained for me the independency * I 
*' enjoy in this place — where I live,. 
" Madam^, without a fingle care : — if 
«*I have but little, I want but lit- 
" tie — my garden, my work, and my 
** book, fill up the greater part of the 
" day i — and as a moft friendly inter* 
^* courfe fubfifts among us all, I can • 
" walk out, or oonverfe with women. 
** of my own age and purfoits^ who- 
*' are drawing,, like myfclf,, toward 
*' the end of their journey, and, mow 
^^ interelled to look forward to ano.* 

«thcr 



•^ ther world, than to caft our atten- 
•* tion backward on this."— 

Gracious Providence ! thought I, how 
erringly doth man judge of thy difpen- 
fations ! — not confidering that it is 
from the temper of the heart, not from 
the exterior parade of fortune, the de^ 
dfton mull be made. — If the riches and 
honors of the world are a bleffing to 
fome, they prove a burthen to more \ 
and though thrown into the fcale of 
many, thy impartial hand holdeth the 
balance, and giveth in counterpoife 
the patient mindy that poflibly out- 
weighs the whole !^ — 

When I contemplated this happy 
Being at Draper's, andunderftood chat 
the independency fhe boafted of from 
that place, was only her litde dwell- 
ing, fix pounds, and half a chaldron of 
coals a year, and a ftufF gown and 
K 4 petti.coat 
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and was talked over again after our 
return.-— 

— I wilh, fays A\ielta, that fome 
ladies of rny acquaintance, who are 
eternally miferable, with every mo- 
tive to be otherwlfe, could have been 
of our party; — they might have feen 
with how few materials happincfs is 
built, when the fcundation is firm. — 
Thefe are inftruftive examples, which 
Providence throws in our way j and I 
flatter myfelf,^ that I always feel my 
heart grow better, whenever I con- 
verfe with a charafter of this kind. — 

The misfortune. Madam, is, that 
we are all on the full gallop through, 
life; riding poft after our own con- 
ceits,— ^nd few, like you, find cither 
fcifure, or inclination, to turn out 
of the way to confider them ; — yet I 
cannot but think the worW abounds 

with. 
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with many more of fuch happy dif- 
pofitions, than we are in common 
apt to fufpeft— though they do not 
glare upon us in the high ftrects.— 
We mufl: not feek them amidft the 
buille of competition, but beneath the 
peaceful fliades of retirement. 

— I amfure, replied Clermont, that 
fcveral monafteries which I have feea 
in Spain, appear to teem with fuch. 
charafters y where people of bothfexeSi, 
at a period when every paffion may be 
fuppofcd the ftrongeft,. often volunta- 
rily relinquifli not only the pleafures,^, 
but even the comforts and oeceffaries 
of life, and fupport aufterities which. 
long habitude can hardly make tolera^ 
ble. — It is true, however> that bigotry* 
operates in the place of philofophy,-— 
the motives differ, but the effed pro- 
duced, i&tfte feme.— • 

—Yet 
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—Yet give me leave to addi con- 
tinued I, far lefs ferviceable to the 
caufe of virtue. — ^When I was abroad, 
I had myfelf a Angular fatisfaftion iff 
vifiting convents;— fome you know 
©ffer free accefs, as well as great hof- 
pitality to ftrangers; and by good 
recommendations to many more, 
^here were few religious orders with 
whom I had not refided for two or 
three days. — I am fond as I travel 
about, of reading mankind, and fuch 
a plan, every now and then opened 
to me fome interefting pages. — No- 
thing can be imagined more abfurd 
than that rfie Supreme Being, who 
has beftowed on us fo many innocent 
enjoyments to endear our exiftence, 
fhould be enraptur'd of the votarift 
^ho renounced his bounty. — The whole 
fyftem of monadic Kfc is unqueftiom- 

ably 
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ably fubvcrfive of all the ties of fo-. 
ciety — every delicate afFedion of the 
mind, planted in us for the nobleft 
purpofes, is extinguifhed, for want of 
occafions to call it forth ; — and though 
many of exalted charafters live and 
die unknown, but within their own 
cloifter -, yet how much better for the 
world had the fame virtue walked 
abroad, and permited its light to 
Jhine before men /— 

It may ferve as a contraft to this 
afternoon's vifit, if you will allow me 
to lead you into a convent of La 
Trappe, and relate to you a moft 
lingular incident that there accidefw . 
tally came to my knowledge. — 

1 had very particular recommenda- 
tions to the Prior, who was far ad- 
'vanccd in life : he had feen much of 

the 
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the world, was extremely polite, and 
communicative, and appeared greatly 
pleafed with my inquiries into their 
rules and inftitution. — 

During the three days that I re- 
mained in the monaftery^ he allowed 
me to pafs with him moft of the 
hours in which he was difengaged 
from his devotions and biifinefs ; and 
at meal-times configned me to the 
care of the Poresteraio, whofe pe- 
culiar province it is to atteijd, and 
converfe with ftrangers who vifit the 
convent.— 

As I think that there are only two 
houfes of La Trappe exifting, it may 
not be improper to mention, that thk 
feft was firft founded about a century 
^go, with the fandlion of Pope Inno- 

*«ENT THE ELEVENTH, nOt fo mUch 

under 
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under the notion of a new order, as a 
revival of the original, and ftrift in- 
ftitution of Saint Benedict. — 

Their mode of life is an aftonilh* 
ihg proof of the extreme rigour 
which enthufiafm can impofe; — thejr 
live on rice, millet, and vegetables ^ 
—their fafts are numerous and fevcrc, 
and they preferve z. perptual filence-: 
—let me add to this, that their eyes 
are conftandy bent downward, and 
the large cowls which cover their 
heads, exclude them from ever fee- 
ing one another. 

Yes, Amelia, your looks may 
well teftify an honeft indignation for 
the violated rights of nature, firft tref- 
paffed on by the policy of. bad men, 
and fupported by the weaknefs of 
good. — 1 he Great Modeller of 
•the human countenance never deftined 
a it 
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k for the concealment o ftheveih— 
El fe therefore gave he features that 
pifture the mind ? and with the light- 
ning's fwiftnefs announce each emo- 
tion of the heart? — Or why beftowei 
he eyes that held convcrfc? and 
Ihooting their intelligence > from fex 
to fex, can light up benevolence and 
love ? — As well may one queftion 
why the tongue was endued with its 
varied powers to inform — to charm- 
to comfort — if folly configns it to 
perpetual ftlence. — Perpetual filence !— 
There is a horror even in the 
words. — 

— But your fupper. Madam, is on 
table, and my ftory will lofe nothing 
^y being an hour older. 



THE 
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THE ACCIDENT. 

\X^HEN I took leave of my 
amiable Prior, he earncftly re-- 
quefted me to pay him, if poflible,. 
ai^other vifit before I quitted Italy, 
which I aflurcd him I would moft 
willingly endeavour to db; — in- 
deed, both gratitude and inclination 
prompted me to comply with his 
wifhi but an accident made it con- 
venient for me to do it, at a time 
when I the leaft purpofed it-^— 

You was mentioning, Clermont,: 
that your nephew had met me in 
TuscANv, under fomc little circum- 
ftances of diftrefs;— he was it: that 
time halting up to. join fome friends 
at the fair at Mantua, and I return- 
ing to Florence, from an expedition. 

Vol. I. L to; 
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to Bologna, when we chanced to 
pafs each other on the road, juft: as I 
had found myfelf clear and unhurt, 
from an overturn of my chaife.— 
Though he had not feen me of ma- 
ny years, yet my unaltered, meagre 
countenance, immediately recalled me 
to his memory. — As he was preff- 
ed in time, and my vehicle was now 
fet up again, while they were adjuft- 
ing all the odds and ends which had 
tumbled about, I walked a quarter 
of a mile forward on the road ¥vith 
him, to make a few inquiries after 
you, before we parted. — 

Returning to my chaife, I found, 
the overthrow had been lefs favor- 
able than I fuppofed ; — a wheel was 
much damaged; and what was ftill 
worfe, one of the Ihafts was almoft 
%lit afund'er^— 'It was a. fcenc of con- 

fufion— 
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fufion — the poftillion fwearing- br 
half the calendar, — and La Pierw>, 
in Ipite of all his good-humour, quite 
in a fume — firft diabling the poftii* 
lion — then the rope (which a. poor 
Peafant, who was going by with his- 
Afs, had lent diem) becaufe it was 
.tx)0 Ihort to bind the broken fhaft — 
then . the horfes — then the chaife— 
then his bidets who was frifking witk 
die Afs — and laftly, his own jack- 
boots, which to be more aftive, he 
threw off, and had now tumbled 
over.- — 

Seeing that every thing was goin^ 
to the devil at a great rate, I took 
firft a deliberate pinch of fnuff, and 
then a deliberate furvey pf all my 
ihattered • affairs. — The afternoon was^ 
far gone; — to remain in the Grand. 
Duke's high-way was impofliblej: — gnd 



to proceed with fafety, without hav- 
ing matters fct to rights, was imprac^ 
ticable.— 

In this conjunfture it occurred to 

me, that I could not be very far from 

La Trappe; and inquiring of the 

Pcafant who was lending us his affift- 

ance,, he told me—'* that it was bui 

*' two little miles witjiin the woods 

"that lay before us, — that he lived 

^ near the convent himfelf— had beea 

•* to carry a load of faggots down 

*' to the village at the bottom of the 

"hill, — and, if T pleafed, that he 

" would conduft me thither the near- 

*' eft way." 

"~-^ figj fays I, for the little no- 
things that He acrofs our road.— A 
"j'^n hath not learnt his ABC in 
Philofophy, if he cannot cxtraft fomc 
<^on.olatory circumftance from any 

untoward 
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untoward event ! — ^A fecond pinch of 
fnufF fettled the preliminariesj which 
were, — that all hoftilities of the tongue 
Ihould immediately ceafe — that the 
chaife fliould proceed with what abi- 
lity its fituation would admit of, to 
the next poft, which was four miles 
diftant;— and La Pierre was ap- 
pointed charge iT affaires to fee all its 
deficiencies n^ade good, and to efcort 
it up to the monaftery the next after- 
noon. — 

The terms acceded to, I left the 
parties to the due performance of 
them ; and, accompanied by the Pea- 
fant and his Afs, we cheerfully turn- 
ed into the path which led to the 
wood. 
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THE MONKS OF LA TRAPPE- 

•T^ HOUGH I was going forward 
to a place where Jolitude and 
Jiknce were eftecmed to conftitute 
part of a chrijlian trium;pb ; yet I could 
not help reflefting how much we are 
by Nature difpofcd for fociety, and 
how pleafant a little converfe renders 
our way, whitherfoever we are jour- 
neying. — 

Before we reached La Trappe, 
my fellow-traveller had made me 
fully acquainted with all his little 
concerns j — it was a fketch, flightly 
coloured, of cheerful induftry hard 
toiling for its daily bread ! — Nor did 
the Peafant omit introducing alfo the 
hiftory of the poor Afs, who worked 
and lived as hardly as himfelf, yet 
vas now (baking his ears, and trot- 
ting 
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ting brifkly before us, with his empty 
panniers, as confcious poflibly as our- 
fclves, that the care of the day was 
over. — 

Ycfpers were juft ended when I 
arrived at the convent; and the 
Forester Aio congratulating my re- 
turn, conduced me to the apart- 
ments of the Prior, who received mc 
in the moft cordial manner; and as 
-no mifchief had arifen from my acci- 
dent, was polite enough to call it a 
favorable one to him.— 

We paflfed together two hours in 
converfation ; the greater part of 
which was Ipcnt in gratifying his cu- 
Tiofity in relation to places and people 
I had feen fince I left him, — Indeed I 
Jiave had many occafions to obferve, 
that none are more inquifitive after 
every thing that is ftirring in the world 
• J^ 4 than 
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than Monks, who are prefumed to 
have totally withdrawn their attention 
fronn it.— Nature will appear, in fpitc 
of all the inftitutions of folly j — and 
I have known men as eager after 
politics in a monaftery, as a change- 
alley broker at Jonathan*s. — ;• 

When it drew near the tinne of the 
Prior's retirement, the Forester aid 
came in to us j and after fitting a lit- 
tle while, told me, that my flipper 
was ready to ferve up ; fo wifliing my 
old friend good reft, I withdrew with 
the FoRESTERATOj who fat by, and 
converfed with me, during my fim- 
ple repaft, giving me his company, 
till I judged proper to retire myfclf, 
which I did very early ; when (hew- 
ing me to the little dormitory I liad 
before occupied, and lighting my 
lamp, he took his leave as ufual.— 

Though 
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Though I had a pretty fnug altar 
by my bed-fide, and a flaring virgin 
fufpended over it, I was too much 
fatigued to implore her interceflions, 
— but commending myfelf to all the 
Saints in the lump, who were pro- 
teftors of the houfe, I laid myfeJf 
down, and in a few minutes was in a 
profound fleep. — 

In this oblivious ftate I Ihould 
probably have paflTed the whole night, 
had I not about three hours after my 
going to refl:, been rouzed out of it, 
by the tolling of a loud and deep- 
toned bell i whofe echo vibrating along 
the narrow cloifl:ers, produced a mod 
dreadful and folemn cffc&. — I knew 
it was not their ufual fummons to 
nofturnal prayer. — I flrove to com- 
pofe myfelf, — but its repetition as ef- 
'ft&vdlly murdered Jleep as Macbeth's 

dagger j— 
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dagger; — every thing feemed ta my. 
ear to be in motion — doors opening 
and fhutting — and nuniberlcfs fpo?- 
fteps pafling and repaffing my chani- 
t)er, which opened into the cloil^er.: — 

Twice I fat up in my bed to liften, 
— twice undrew my curtain, — and 
twice clofed it, and laid down again. 
— A peep I conceived might throw 
fome light on the affair — fo, with- 
out thinking once of any of my inr 
&mities, I jumped out in my Ihirt, 
^nd holding the door in my hand, 
\glanced my eyes along the cloifter ; 
where I faw feveral of the brother- 
hood, covered With their cowls, paff- 
ing fingly through, and croffing a 
fmall court, which led to the church.— 

What a fingular fituation, thought 
I, is my prefent one ! — Here am I on 
my travels tlirough this whimficai 

world, — 
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^ofld, — on tip-to6 to obftrve What- 
ever is paflingj — peeping and peering 
into every corner — poffefled alfo 
i( though upon better motives) of the 
curiofity of a chamber-maid, to Jift 
lip every thing that hath a lid, and fee 
ivhat it covers — and yet in this ftrarigc 
conjundlure ani I without the ability 
of indulging it ! — for every one of 
* thefe fathers, who are now paffing me, 
and of whom I might otherwife en- 
quire, have all vowed perpetual ftlence^ 
—•Who knows but there may be fome 
miracle working in the convent !*— and 
what would the liUeraii fay when I 
get back to England, fliould I be un-i 
able to give them & philofophical ac- 
count of it ? 

Now a miracle, MadaYn, was the 
thing in the world I was the moft 
defirous of feeing i-^£he very hope that 

this 
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RENTER A 10, but it is already, adminil^ 
tered j — however if you will ftep inta 
the little gallery behind the latticcs>. 
.where you heard our high mafs when 
you, were here before, you will thence 
. fee eyery thingdiftinft.— 

— It was in truth a fight to vibrate 
, all the chords of humanity I -r In the 
middle of the church, on a. kind of 
rufhrmatted hurdle, lay ftretched the 
..figure of un old man, worn to the 
bone^ — his cowl was off, and every 
feature feemed fettled in death ; fave 
that an eye-lid once or twice drew 
up, and inftantly fell again* — On his 
breaft lay a little crucifix, which he 
preffed clofe> with two emaciated 
hands i while the Priob. flood at his- 
feet, and the fathers of the convent 
all knelt around in folemn. filence, — 
whic]^, after fome time,, was inter^ 

rupted. 



rapted by the Prior, addreffing hinr- 
felf thqs to the dying Monk.—" I 
*^ truft, my brother, that thy confi- 
^^ dertce remiains unfkakcn*"— 

—The vow of lacitumify reaches but 
to the confines of thegrave^-^— He was 
now freed ' from it,-*- at liberty to de- 
clare his hope, and to exhort thofe 
about him, to continue faithful unto the 
end. — But all the faculties of fpecch 
were extinguiflied l: — the laft efFoft of 
life Ihcwed he wilhed to teftify what 
he could not utter; — he made a feeble 
attempt to prcfs the crucifix to his. 
lips,— but his hand fell with it, — and 
the man was duft ! — 

— The brotherhood now drawing ofF' 
fingly, with bowed heads, and folded- 
arms, I dipt down from the gallery, and 
returned to my little dormitory- 

THE 
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THE MONKS OF LA TRAPPE: 

XrOU will eafily conceive, that the 
little fleep I obtained from the 
remainder of the night, was neither 
compofcd, or refreftiing: — the fcene 
I had been fpedtator of, had too 
ftrongly imprefled my imagination; 
though my waking thoughts in the 
recolleftion of it, only piftured to me 
an old man releafcd from an exiftence, 
which pain, and the aufterities of his 
order, might long have rendered bur- 
thenfome — quitting a world which 
he had for years renounced — without 
leaving behind any objeft to intereft 
his laft moments, or a finglc creature 
to mourn his end, — 

—Death only is arrayed in full 
terror when he comes to fummon the 

happy,— 



liappy, — the fortunate — and rend 
afundcr the ties of love and friend- 
Ihip!— 

When the arm of Ibme tender wife 
pillows the head of a faithful hufband, 
—when ftie wipes from his brow the 
cold dew of diffolving nature, — when 
eye meers eye, and in mute elo- 
quence announces the throbbings of 
an agonizing heart! — Or when fome 
widowed parent^ in the laft conflidh 
of life, feels for the future deftiny of 
thofe, whofe orphan years miift foon 
mifs her care !— when (he views them 
around her bed— and fees all their 
arilefs looks direfted to her, — when 
the eager clafp, — when the parting 
kifs is given — and the ftreamrng eye 
fpeaks more than language ; — then it 
is, that this viffor of the world fur- 
VoL. I, M rounJs 
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rounds us with a fcene, that humanity 
wants fortitude to fuftain ! — 

La Pierre and the chaife arrived 
punftual to the tincie appointed, with 
all grievances fufficiently healed;— 
but as niy reft had been fo difturbed 
the preceding night, the Prior in- 
fifted that I (hould not depart till the 
next morning, when I might be bet- 
ter refreflied to proceed on my jour- 
ney 5 and wifhed me to s^ccompany 
him in his evening walk, in the Con- 
vent garden. 

I had no pretence to decline the 
propofal;— for in truth my life hath 
never been fo nicely balanced, that the 
difference of a day could much affcft 
the fcale.— 

As there may not be many who 

have taken a turn in this garden, — 

and as you. Madam, never can,— I 

6 wiU 
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will give you a flight Iketch of it; 
and inform you, that both that, and 
the monaftery, are encircled with a 
woodi that it participates the gloom 
of the order it belongs to, — that 
every member cultivates his own fo- 
litary fpot, — that inftead of the luxu- 
riant beauty of odoriferous flowers, 
is feen only beds of herbs and vege- 
tables, and plantations 6f tobacco, 
which all Monks are particularly fond 
of. — Around it are long walks of pines 
and^cyprefles, here and there inter- 
mixed with clumps of the fame kind 
of trees; and benches placed at the 
roots of fcveral of them, defigned for 
lepofe, or meditation. — 

As the Prior and njyfelf were fit- 
ting under the Ihade of one of thefe, 
n^ar a part of the garden which is 
Separated from the reft by a railing, 
M 2 and 
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^Btid ufcd as their cimiterioy or burying- 
place ; my attention was attrafted by 
two Monks, who were digging a 
grave for the Padre Serafino.— I 
obferved that they prefently laid down 
their fpades, and were foon fucceeded 
by one or two more ; who, after 
throwing up a few (hovels full, were 
on retiring, followed alfo by others, 
who employed themfelres juft in the 
fame manner: — it being cuftomary, 
as the Prior informed me, for every 
one to affift in this duty to a departed 
brother, — it ferving alfo as a melan- 
choly memento to themfelves. — 

This led us to enter again upon 
feveral particulars relative to the pe- 
culiarity of their inftitution ; and I 
could not but obferve to my venerable 
friend, that I conceived their being 
Abfolvcd when in extremis, (rom their 

vow 
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VOW of taciturnity^ and permitted to 
addrefs thofe of their own fraternityj 
who were travelling toward the grave, 
through the fame flinty path, muft 
fometimes be the occafion of difclof- 
ing very Angular feelings, which 
night for many years have been em- 
bofomed in filence. 

. It undoubtedly hath, fays the Pri- 
or, where nature ftill remained ftrong 
enough to fupport for. a little while 
its conteft with death, — Whatever 
lies a burthen on the mind, is often 
in thofe moments thrown off; parti- 
irularly when it interefteth the peace 
o( the fuffcrer.— 

About nine or ten years after I was 
appointed to the office I now hold in 
this monaftery, a fimilar fituation pro* 
3uced one of the moft affefting fcenes 
that could be beheld, — The ftory, 
M 3 added 
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added he, is fo much in the cauje of 
viriue, that I heartily wifh it were 
better known ;-^and as you appear to 
be a traveller both of curiofity and 
fentiment, I Ihall be happy to put you 
in poffeffion of it.— 

— I thanked him with a warmth 
that might teftify how much he had 
excited my attention j — and the Prior 
proceeded thus : 



THE 
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THE STORY OF THE COUNT 
DE SAINT JULIEN. 

nPHE Count DE Saint Julien was 
defcended from a very ancient 
faniily; and was only at the age of 
twenty, when the death of his father 
made him mafter of a confiderable 
fum of money, and of an eftate in 
Dauphine, which might have fup- 
ported him in the fame affluent man- 
ner his anceftors had lived in, had 
not an unbounded love of pleafure 
taken an early pofTcflion of his heart. 
— Dauphine became foon too con- 
fined a fphere for him to move in,— 
the diffipations of Paris better fuited 
the gaiety of his temper, where his 
figure, his expence, and his lively 
parts, quickly introduced him into 
M 4 the 
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the politeft affemblies. — He was briT- 
Kant in all places of public rcfort,— 
oftentatious in his gallantnes^ — and 
was admitted to many of the fetits 
Jotipes of the Efprits forts i whkE 
are coteries^ compofed of wits and free- 
thinkers, who have too much- vanity 
to agree in the received notions of 
mankind; but by their art, and the 
pleafantry of their ridicule, often ope- 
rate too powerfully on w€ak minds, 
by undermining the good principles 
they may have imbibed, and fubfti^ 
tuting their own pernicious ones in 
their place. — 

Saint Julien had foon after his 
arrival at Parts, taken an Italian 
figure-dancer of the opera into keep- 
ing ; who bore him one fon, whom he 
named Frederic;— a youth of fine 
parts> — formed by nature with great 
X fcnfibility,. 
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fenfibility,— and with a mind fo hap^- 
pily difpofed, as might have rendered 
him a worthy and fhining chara6ler> 
had not all thefe advantages beea 
overfhadowed by a falfe education, 
and their movements corrupted by 
the bad example of a father, who hav- 
ing, in a long courfc of diffipated con- 
nections, loft his own morals, gave 
himfelf little concern about thofe of 
his fon; — conceiving that the exte- 
rior accomplifliments of a gentleman, 
comprehended every thing that was 
moft material to carry him fuccefsfully 
through the world. — The infidelity of 
Saint Julien's miftrefs in a few years 
totally diffolved the attachment^ and 
Frederic, by the time he attained 
the age of nineteen, became a com- 
panion to his father in all his vices, 
and likewife encouraged in fuch as he 

had 



[ I70 J 

had a propenfity to himfelf— the dig- 
nity of a parent being as much forgot- 
ten by the one, as jhe refpeSi of a fan 
was by the other. — 

— Pleafure and extravagance gra- 
dually wafte the ampleft fortune.— 
The Counts had, during the twenty- 
four years he had quitted Dauphine, 
been annually decreafing \ — nor could 
it, by the oourfe of his expences, 
have lafted fa long, but for his ab- 
horrence of every kind of play, and 
had not fome beneficial bequefts from 
deceafed relations, retarded its diflblu- 
tion. — He conftantly expended far 
more than his income, and his eftate 
had dwindled away by fales of aa 
hundred acres at a time, till neceffi- 
ty compelled him to abridge many of 
his expences. — The contraft for the 
old family manfion> with all the re- 
maining 
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maining land about it, was juft com- 
pieated, and the four thoufand louir 
d'orsy which the purchafe amounted 
to, paid into his banker's hands,- 
when the following event gave a new 
turn to his life, and fortunes. — 

Among Les Filles entretenuisy there 
was at that time at Paris the 
Clairville, who then lived under 
the protedtion of one of the Farmers 
General^ whom I (ball fpeak of by the 
name of D'AviGNON.-— She was a wo- 
man of much beauty, and great in- 
trigue ; but by her addrefs, conftant- 
ly flattered his vanity and weaknefsf 
and by the fuccefs of her art, kept 
her gallantries concealed from him. 
—Saint Julien had made repeated 
overtures to this lady, and had been 
treated by her with a difdain his pride 
cguld not brook j Ihe had however 

beftowed 
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bettowed a more favorable look on 
his fon, whom fhe had met in the 
Thuilleries, and frequently had con- 
verfed with ; and whofe youth and 
elegant figure, had made a fenfiblc 
' impreffion on her heart. — For there 
was ftill an amiablenefs of chara&er 
about him, nor could his affumed 
air of licentioufnefs difguifc a certain 
ingenuoufnefs of noind, which muft 
continue to pleafc as long as nature 
hath a charm. — 

It chanced, that Frederic, coming 
one evening out of the French 
comedy, found the Clairville in 
one of the paflages of the theatre, 
waiting for her coach j which by fome 
accident among the carriages was pre- 
vented from drawing up.- — With his 
ufual addrefs, he offered to fee her 
fafe out i — and the refult of half an 

hour's 
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hour's attendance and afliduity, was 
an appointment with him to meet 
her at the mafquerade, which was toi 
be a few nights after, where fhe gave 
him to underftand fhe fhould be 
found only with a female friend; — inti- 
mating at the fame time tliat D'Avig- 
NON had bufinefs which would call 
him fome leagues from Paris,— and 
notifying the drefs by which he might 
difcover her. — 

Frederic, who had been coilftantly 
tutored by his father, that gallantry 
was the firft accomplifhment of a 
gentleman, never fcrupled to com- 
municate to him the progreft he made 
in any he was engaged in ; he there- 
fore, with his accuftomed familiarity, 
informed him of the aflignation he 
had made with the Clairville. 

,Saint J.uhen concealed the fur- 
prize 
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-prize he felt at this intelligence—* 
-the contempt which had ' been Ihewn 
him by that lady, recurred with frelh 
poignancy, from the mortification his 
high Ipirit fufFered by the preference 
given to Frederic j he however fo 
fufficiently poffeffed himfelf, as not to 
appear in the lead difcompofed, and 
advifed him by all means to purfuc 
the affair.— • 

— When a father is fo unprincipled 
as to become a rival to his fbn, in a 
matter of this nature, it argues a 
mind fo totally depraved, as to re- 
quire but little apology to be made 
for the defpicable meannefs ohhc Count 
in feizing this occafion to revenge 
-himfelf of a woman, — and by expofing 
her infidelity to D' Avignon, ruin her 
power J — not in the blindnefs of his 
;pa(fion forefeeing the ill cpnfcquence 

that 
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that might happen to his fon in this 
bufinefs, — 

The Farmer General receiving an 
anonymous letter, which hinted to 
him, " that the next mafquerade 
^' might difcover, if he poffeffed the 
*' afFcftions of his miftrefs io fully 
*^ as he imagined," doubted for fomc 
time whether he fliould pay any at- 
tention to its writer j — but jealoufy i$ 
a paffion eafily awakened in men of 
debauched charadersj and more pre- 
dominant in advanced years, — He re- 
folved on his intended journey ; but 
took care to get back to Paris time 
enough to be prefent at the mafque- 
rade. — As he was ignorant of the 
Clairville's drefs, he might in fo 
large an aflembly have probably re- 
turned without finding htr, had he 
not, after mor^ than two hours of 

anxious 



snxious fearch, at laft. difcovcred her, 
by means of fome jewels in her hair, 
which he had prefented her with him- 
ielf. — He faw her whole attention 
given to the gentleman who was with 
her, — obferved (he converfed with no 
other, — and had now little reafon to 
fcruple the intelligence he had re- 
ceived. — He watched them with car^ 
neftnefs and rage, the whole night, 
till they quitted the ball; nor loft 
fight of her, till 4ie faw her enter 
with her gallant the houfe he kept 
for her. — The fervants obferving a 
mafk follow almoft immediately their 
miftrefs and her friend, concluded it 
to be one of the party ;— but the in- 
ftant that D'Avignon had reached the 
garden apartment, which was his 
ufual fupper room, and whither fhc 
had conduced her lover i he threw 

them 
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•them both into the utmoft confter- 
nation, by difcovering himfelf to them, 
— with ungovernable paflion re- 
proached the lady for her inconftan- 
cy; — and drawing a fword, which he* 
bad concealed under his drefs, ran 
with fury upon her paramour, — Fre* 
.DERic throwing off his domino, haf- 
tily feized one of D 'Avignon's own 
livords, which hung with a hat and 
belt, in the room where they were ; 
.and thus armed, ufed every endeavour 
to appcafe his antagonift by words— 
but the other, prefling on him with 
a vehemence which would liften to 
no palliation, the unfuccefsful youth 
found himfelf compelled to defend 
his own life; and in the rencounter 
mortally wounded the Farmer Ge^ 
neral. — Clairville fell into a fwoon, 
and Frederic fled inflantly out of 
Vol. L N the 
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the houfcj with that precipitance and 
perturbation which muft ever be na- 
tural to fo unhappy a fituation.— 

This unfortunate event happening 
early in the morning, D*Avi<jnom 
did not furvive many hours. — Though 
Saint Julien enjoyed in idea, the 
fecret triumph which this ftratagem 
gave him over a woman, whofe con- 
duft toward him Jiad provoked fo 
unmanly a refentment ; yet he appre- 
hended from its fucccfs no other re- 
fult, than her difgrace.; — never con- 
ceiving that from fuch a connexion 
as D' Avignon had with her, any 
point of honour would have ftimu- 
latcd him to oppofe the arm of age, 
to the vigour of youth. — He felt 
himfelf however when the time ar- 
rived, by no means in an cafy fituation 
—it was a painful fufpence, between 

hope 
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hope aftd fear— he* Was alarmed fof 
the difficulties' in which he might 
.poffibly have Inv'olvdd his foil,— -and' 
feared alfo that the great inSuence of 
thfe Farmer Gineral^ when he Ihouid 
know who had fupplanted him* in 
the affeftions of his miftrefs*, rtiight 
be highly prejudi<!ial to the future in- 
terefts of Frederic. — He pafftd the 
night in much diiijuiet; nor dared 
the next morning to make any in-* 
quiry, left lie might awaken fufpicion ; 
but in the utmoft anxiety wiited at 
home the arrival of his fon, wholly 
ignorant of the fcene that had been 
aded; till the following letter, deli- 
vered about noon to his fervant, by 
an unknown perfon, opened to him 
the fatal cataftrophe.— • 

— ^" My rendezvous wich thcCLAiR- 

N 2 " VILLE, -^ 

1 
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" vii^LE, to which you fo 'ftrongly 
'^ prompted me, hath beca attended 
*' with the moft dreadful confequences 
** — we were furprized immediately 
*^ on our return from the mafquerade 
"by D'AviONON, who flew at me 
"with the madnefs of an aflaflin.— 
*' It was in vain that I attempted 
*' every thing in my power to appeafe 
" his pafllon — I was at Idl necefli- 
"tated to oppofe violence, to vio- 
" knee, and in defending my own 
** life, I have but too much caufe 
" to apprehend, that I have deprived 
" him of his. — 

" in the hours of horror which I 
" paflfcd fince, I have been awakened 
" as fr^m a dream, to a juft fenfe of 
" myfelf. — I view with defpair my 
*^ youth plunged fo early into vice, 
*' and Hained with another's blood! — 

'' Terrible 
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^ Terrible as nny refleftions are,— 
•* they turn with indignation on a 
** parent, who inftead of guiding my 
** fteps to virtue, hath trained them 
^ in the paths of profligacy ; and by 
" his own wretched example deceived 
** his fon into ruin.— 

** By the time that this reaches 
" you, I Ihall be many leagues from 
** Paris. — To fly from myfelf is im- 
** poflTible, — but I will haften to fome 
" diftant part of the world, where 
^* the fatal errors of my life may be 
^ unknown ; and ftriv^ with' repent- 
*^ ant tears to amend a corrupted 
^ heart. — 

— '* Unconne<5led — forlorn — and 
" friendlefs, — my necefllties have 
** compelled me in the moment of 
" departure, to deceive your banker 
^* into the payment of half the money 
N 3 "lodged 
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** lodged in his hands.^-*f can hardly 
^' regard this a£tion as criminal, when- 
^* I conlider this little fum as the all 
*' I can fhare of a noble patriaionyi 
" fquandered away in extravagance^ 
" and which, had honour governed* 
" your life, I might have inherited.— 
** With diis I niuflt pufh my future 
" deftiny j— what it may be, is un- 
*^ known — ^d will cv^r remain fo to- 
" you s as this will probably be the 
" iaft you will hear of your 

** Loft, 4nd unhappy 

" Frep.eric/* 

Saint JuLiEif on reading this let- 
ter, for the firft time felt the dignity 
^virtue. — He almpft funk at the re- 
proaches of a fon, of which his own 
i:pnftipncc confeffed the juftice;— 
and he had the ad^isipnal mifery to 
* reBeft, 
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refieft, that he waa the fecret caufe of 
the fatal event which had driven him 
away for ever from his fight. — Though 
this was a circumftance lodged within 
his own breaft, yet the guilt of it 
was likely to remain a hfting thorn 
there. — The talk which fo unhappy 
an affair muft occafioa, — a ruined 
fortune — an exhaufted credit — the 
flights that had long been (hewn him by 
many — and his laft remaining finances, 
funk to a half by Frederic,— were 
fufficient motives to awaken an idea^ 
which he foon after executed, of bid- 
ding adieu to Paris. — He concerted 
Ms plan with a perfon of confiderable 
rank, who had been much attached to 
him, and who furnilhed him with fuch 
recommendatory letters to one of the 
Electoral courts^ as procured him, 
in a Oiort time, a decent pdft, and 
N 4 the 
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the countenance of his new mas- 
ter.— 

In this fituation he lived near eight 
years, — if not happily, at leaft as 
conifortably as could be expefted ;— 
his company was pleafing — and all 
that was known of his ftory was^ 
that he had, through imprudence, ran 
out a confiderable fortune* — The re- 
colleftion of paft fcehes, and the un- 
certainty he was in about his fon^ 
over-fhadowed the joy of naany an 
hour J — but he exerted all the powers 
of difllpation to drive away every un- 
eafy remembrance. — 

It is not an eafy tafk to reclaim a de- 
praved mind I — the fpirit of intriguing 
remained flill the predominant paffion 
of Saint JuLiENi — and having by long 
and varied importunities attempted to 
fcducc the affeftioas of a lady about 

the 
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rfie court, whofe abfent hu/band was 
a general officer in high efteem with 
the Elector, he was inftantly dif- 
miffed from his employment, and 
commanded by his prince, at the 
peril of his fafety, to withdraw from 
his dominions' in four-and-twenty 
hours. — 

He coUefted precipitately the 
very little property that remained to 
him, and retired in hafte to the can- 
ton of Fribourg. — He was now flir- 
rounded by a diftrefs that would not 
allow him to fhun his own reflec- 
tions 5'— they prefented a pifture truly 
terrible — pride ftruggling with po-^ 
verty, without— and not a fource of 
confolation, within ! — He at; length 
determined to addrefs himfclf to his 
mother's brother, who was a Cbanoine 
of the cathedral church of Palermo ^ 

whom 



whom he had not feen fince his youth, 
and whom he had long ceafed to cor-* 
refpond with^ on account of his hav- 
ing more than once, reproved the cri*^ 
minal courfe of li& which he. had heard 
ke led at Paris.— 

~Though it was a doubt with him 
whether the Chanoine was ftill livings 
yet he wrote to him from'FRiBouRO j 
communicating part of his diftrefs, 
and his purpofe of vifiting Pai^ermo, 
and throwing himfelf under his pro- 
teftion, — refolving, that (hould his 
uncle be dead, or refufe to counte- 
nance him, he would end his days in 
Ibme part of Sicily, where his mif- 
€ondu6t would be unknown^ — The 
port of Marseille was the mod fa^ 
vorable to his intention; but the 
queftion was, how to get thither?-*- 
his finances were low ; and the appre- 

henfion 



Kenfion of meeting in his pafi^tge 
through Franjqe, any one who had 
tnown him in his profpericy, was 
painful. — He debated the matter 
much, and Ipng — and to obviate, the 
beft in his power, every objeftion, 
he converted all he had into money, 
—let his beard grow,— procured a re- 
ligious habit, — and fet forward on his 
jpurney on foots— making devotion, 
for the firft time, fubfervient to his 
d^figns*-— ^ 

It chanced that his road lay through: 
Dauphinej — and he had the fcvere 
mortification to pafs over part of the 
noble domain of his anceftors — a terr 
ritory once his own — now parted off^ 
among various proprietors. — This 
was indeed a fcene that penetrated his 
heart j — his firength almpft failed him, 
— and he fat down on a bank by^ the 

way- 



[ r»8 1 

way-fide, to recruit his trembling fpr- 
rits. — Memory piflured to him the 
happy morning of his life, — and the 
thoufand little incidents of uncorrupt- 
cd innocence ! — It drew in lovelieft 
.colours^ the hofpitality of a father, 
who lived the protestor of the poor, 
and the injured,! — nor failed to recall 
thofe blamelefs hours, when, as the 
youthful fucceflbr of his fortunes, he 
ufed, with cheerful ftep, to walk forth 
from the venerable manfion now juft 
before him, to meet the homage of 
his furrounding tenants ! — the reverfc 
was terrible to thought — his mind 
glanced it over, and Ihuddered at the 
view. — He detefted the world j— de- 
tefted himfelf ; — and in fullen forrow, 
by long and weary journeying,, found 
,at laft his way tq Marseille, where 
he embarked in a ihip that was on 

the 
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the point of failing, for Sicily, and 
Malta. 

, — It was the ill fate of this veffelj 
after being fix days at fea, to be dri- 
ven by contrary winds, niuch hearer 
the coaft ©f Barbary than was fort 
hs fafcty, as the regency lof Tunis 
was then at war with the French; 
and a dead calnm fucceeding the ad* 
verfe weather, the captain difoovered 
the next morning a Tunisian Corjair, 
bearing down upon them, which ap- 
peared to be too powerful for the 
little refiftance he could oppofe to it. 
— A general panic feized every one 
on board j and the Count conceiving - 
that the religious habit he wore, 
might expofe him to additional ill- 
treatment from thofe barbarous peo- 
ple ; or induce them to exa6t a higher j 
xanfom„ threw it into the fca, cut his 

beard 
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lieard ciofe, and procured' a dreft 
^from one of the common failors. — 
III brief tkey were boarded, — rifled, 
— ^ftrippcd> — carried 6n ihore, — ex- 
amined, and ferit to the bagnio of 
Santa LuCia^ which is one of the 
'places where the (laves are ufoally 
' lodged.— 

-—There are adverfe hours in fomc 
men's lives, that are eventually the 
>moft beneficial, by bringing hom^ 
all their fcattered thoughts, and giv- 
ing them a juft idea of themfelves !— ^ 
^Of fijch a nature were thofe melan- 
choly ones Saint Julien numbered* 
— Though he was not (as no public 
works were then carrying on) con- 
demned to bodily labour, yet he found 
hknfelf plundered of every thing, 
doubtful af redemption, and com- 
;peifcd to fubfifl: for a confiderable 

.time 
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time dn food which was naufeating ; 
till a lailor wlio was made captive 
with himj and the fame who had fur- 
niflied him with a mariner's garment 
when he caft off the religious one he 
had aiTumed, had^ by means of ac- 
quaintance arnong the fiaves^ obtain- 
ed fufficient credit to open a little 
fliop for felling wine to the Turks % 
and was moved by humanity, as weH 
as veneration for the Count (whom he 
imagined to be really one of a reli- 
gious order) to take him in as an 
-aflifliant, and let him live as he did 
•himfelt 

• This circumftance will appear ftrange to 
many readers, who recolledt that wine is pro- 
hibited by the Kor an ; but it is well known 
that the ufe of it is authorized, or at leaft cpn- 
nitred at, in thofe difbidt where the flaves are 
^tioned« 
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— It wasTome months before Saiht 
JuLiEN knew by what means he could 
convey notice of his captivrty to Pa* 
LERMO; which he w^ obliged to 
wait an opportunity of doing, through 
the channel of Leghorn; as the Si- 
cilians were then at war with Tunis. 
—And it was by various accidents,- 
near a year and a half from the tim? 
of his being made prifoner, before 
any letter, or his ranfom arrived.— 

It was a tedious interval, — a pain- 
ful uncertainty ! — Imagination length- 
ened every hour as it paffed ; — and 
even the diftant hope of future liberty, 
was frequently over-ihadowed by the 
doubt of his uncle being ftill alive. — 

The hard(hips he endured, — the fad 
fociety of wretches about him,— and 
the recoUeftion of his .former mifufcd 
profperity, fubdued both his health 

and 
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and fpirits. — His heart was now con-f 
vinced, that it had been totally 
warped by the fedufltion of wits, and 
libertines J— and the rpfledion which, 
tortured him moft, was, that he had 
probably, by his own abandoned 
principles, involved his fon in lafting 
mifery. — He was now fenfible, that 
vi^jtue was a reality, and not a name ; 
and that whoever throws away the 
Ihield of religion, becomes, in the 
moment of adverfity, a defencelefs 
existence, — He turned back his eyes 
on a life of guilt, and determined, that 
what remained of it, ftiould be confe-^. 
crated to penitence.—- 
, — At length a veflel arrives, and 
brings him a moft tender invitation 
to Palermo, — together with a remit- 
tance through the hands of one of the 
confuls, of four hundred fequins, for 
Vol. I. O his 
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his redemption and journey. — Saint 
JuLiEN, having only pafTed for a 
tommon mart, no more than two hun- 
dred fequins was demanded for his 
ranfom. — He immediately obtained 
his Carta Franca, and took his 
paflage in a Dutch fhip, that was 
foon after to fail for Sicily. 

— As the firft fruits of a heart 
awakened to virtue, he prefented his 
humane benefaftor, the failor, with a 
purfe of one huncjred fequins, which, 
with what the poor fellow had faved 
up in his little wine trade, was fome- 
what more than neceffary to purchafe 
his freedom. — The Count had the fa- 
lisfadbion of feeing him fct at liberty^ 
and quit the fhore of Barbart, in the 
feme veffel with himfelf. — 

It was not many days before Sairt 
JuLiEN arrived fafe at Palermo^ and 

expreifedj 
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cxprefled, in the warmeft terms of gra- 
titude, the obligation he felt to his 
uncle, for relieving him from his cap- 
tive ftate. — The good old man receiv- 
ed him with a cordiality he never 
could have expeded ; and many a tear 
fell down his aged cheek, when in their 
frequent converfations, he found his 
nephew redeemed from the worfe'cap^ 
tivity of an abandoned life. -^ T he 
Chapoine made him attend in all the 
funftions of the church; arid omitted 
no occaGon to confirm him in his good 
refolutions. 

— " You have known," fays he, 
" the extremes of affluence, and di- 
" ftrefs, — have experienced that hap- 
" pinefs is not born of riches, — and 
" can only fpring where virtue hath 
" planted it!— It is now within your 
^* reach; and I trufl: you will not 
O 2 *' again 
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*' again let it flip your hold— I 
" daily cxpeft to be called from 
" — the poor have been my far 
" but what I am ftill able to beqi 
" you, will in your prefcnttemp^ 
" more than equal to every wan 

'' — Little — little indeed," re 
Saint Julien, " have I merite 
*^ confolation I find! — You fee 
" Sir, humbled by my vicejs and 
" but convinced from principl 
*' all my errors — every wifli tc 
*^ the world is extinguifhed -, — j 
«' is my fixed refolve, to reti 
" fome monaftery, and clofe the 
" ing of my life, in folitude, 
" contrition/' — 

The Count refided with his 
near a twelvemonth; during 
time his choice determined h 
enter into the convent of La Tr 
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— I had then, fays the Prior, been 
fbmewhat more than two years ap- 
pointed the fuperior of this houfes 
and having formerly been well known 
to the good old Cbanoine, he wrote to 
mc on the occafion ; intreating me in 
the mod afFeftionate terms, that in re- 
colleftion of the fricndfhip we had 
once had for each other, whenever his 
nephew (hould enter amongft us, that 
I would fometimes allow him to advife 
with me. — 

There was fortunately juft then a 
vacancy, to which I immediately 
named him; and bidding an eternal 
adieu to his benevolent uncle, he was 
admitted into this convent, and in due 
time took the Cowl. — In the inter- 
courfes which we had frequently toge- 
ther, he unfolded to me, all the va- 
rious occurrences of his unfortunate 
O 3 lifes— 
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life; — he ever fpoke of them with a 
heart-felt figh; and his pious exam- 
ple was improving to many.— - 

After he had refided among us 
four years, his health began gradual- 
ly to decay. — The viciffitudes of his 
fortune had probably much accele- 
rated the approach of age; — perhaps 
too, the auftcrities of our order, were 
too fevere for a conftitution, fo early 
habituated to the hlandiihments gf 
luxury ; — though he was ftill able to 
attend moft of our funftions, and 
lived to compleat nearly his Jeventb 
year. • 

When his diffolution was nigh, 
he was brought out into our church, 
on the matted rufhes, in the fame 
rnanner as you faw our brother of yef- 
terday; whilft I, agreeably to bur in- 
ftitution, convened all the Convent to 

witnefs 
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witnefs his end. — His mind appeared 
pcrfedly clear; — he exhorted, with a 
weak voiee, thofe around him, to pcr- 
fevere in piety; and then addreffed 
himfelf to me, with an eye that be- 
ipoke all the diftrefs of his heart. 

"—Holy father," fays he,— " a 
'* little fpace, and I am numbered 
"with the dead! — The penitence I 
" have exercifcd within thefe walls, 

hath, I truft, walhed away the 
" ftains that difgraced my former 
" life! — In that confidence I fink to 

my grave! — one only anxiety agi- 
" tates my bofom; — it is for a fbn, 
" whom my unhappy example may, 
'^ I fear, have rendered miferable. — 
" You, holy father, know my ftory.— 
?^ O ! if my long-loft Frederic ftill 
^' be living !^ — ^Could he — but 'tis im- 
" poflible— could he but ever hear, 
O 4 *' that 
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*^ that the once abandoned heart of 
^' poor Saint Julien was reformed! 
<< — could he but learn, with how 
*' many repentant tears I have wept 
"for his forgivenefs! — how ardently 
" in death wifhed to bequeath him a 
** bkfling ! — it might haply turn his 
" fteps to virtue, and my fpirit would 
*^ depart without a figh !" — 
. — " Gracious Heaven 1" — (ex- 
claimed a Monk, throwing back his 
cowl) " Gracious Heaven !— thy will ' 
^^ be done ! — Behold — behold thy 
*'^ Fredej^ic kneels before you — as 
" much unlike the libertine who left 
" you, as you the parent from whom 
" he fled ! — O let me catch a bleffing 
** from your dying lips I — and in a 
*^ laft embrace, be cancelled the re- 
" membrance of every thing that is 
"pafir 

the 
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The tranfporc and amazement of 
fo unhoped an interview, gave a fud- 
den impulfe to the blood j and invi- 
gorated a little longer, the powers of 
life. 

— " A few moments," fays the County 
(cafting a look of the moft affec- 
tionate earneftnefs on his fon) — " a 
*^ few moments, and the knowledge 
" of the world will avail me no- 
*^ thing"! — And yet my lingering 
" fpirit fain would know by what 
*' myfterious means we have thus 
*^ met again ?" 

^— " Briefly let me fay," returned 
Frederic, " that on quitting Paris, 
" I haftened with the utmoft fpeed 
" to Madrid ; accompanied with the 
" ftrongeft refolution of amending 
" an unfortunate life. — After fome 
** time, I obtained a commiflion in 

« his 
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*' his eathoHe majefty's fcryice, and 
" was fent into Npw Spain, to join 
** my regiment.^— I was occafionally 
** ftationed in various garrifons on the 
^' Southern continent ; and at Mexi- 
** CO married the daughter of a de- 
** ceafed officer of Valencia, who 
^ had brought her thither with him, 
** from Europe. — I began to cx- 
" perience the ferenity and happi- 
*' nefs of virtue, and for five ycars> 
" enjoyed in the fociety of one of the 
*^ befl: of women, every bleffing my 
'' heart could define. — Far removed 
" from all who knew me, I here wilhed 
" to have ended my days, — but 
*^ my regiment being called home, 
*' and the climate having much af- 
^' fedted the health of my wife, flie 
*' was anxious to return to Barcelona, 
** which was her native air, ancj where 

"Ihc 
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" fhe had two aunts ftill living, who 
'^ had in her earlier years fupplied a 
** mother's lofs; and to whom I had 
'< not rcftored her ten months, when 
" the hand of death diffolved our 
*^ union. — Sick of the world, — its fol- 
" lies, — its difappointments — all that 
" endeared it to me gone before 1 — 
*^ and no pledge of love left behind> 
*' to hold me to it ! — 1 turned away 
" from it without a fingle regret — 
" bequeathed to the family of the 
" amiable Being I mourned, the lit- 
" tie fortune fhe brought me,— and 
*' nine years ago, under the aflumed 
" name of Lorenzo, withdrew into 
" this monaftery/'— 

** Happy, my child," added Saint 
JuLiEN, (preffing his fon's hand 
with a look of eager tendernefs) 

" happy 



€t 
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*^ happy is it, that the Great Dis- 
^* POSER of human events, hath or- 
" dained, that we meet in peace at 

laft ! — Seven of thofc years have we 
" lived together in this place, though 
" mutually unknown — often kneel- 
" ing fide by fide at the fame altar 
*• —often joining in the fame de- 
" votions — and perhaps foliciting 
" Heaven for each other. — Oh ! my 
" Frederic ?— the crime which hath 
" made thy heart moft wretched, 
" with the fevered anguilh hath tor- 
" tured mine! — I have injured thee 
*' much — but all is, I hope, aton- 
« ed !'^ 

—" Father of mercies ?" cries the 
young man, — *' the triumph's thine ! 
" — How wonderfully hath thou dealt 
*^ with us !— making thofe very crimes 

" which 
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^hich were inftrumental to our 

nutual misfortunes, inftrumental 

in the end to our mutual con- 

.verfion ! — But J talk to the duft-^ 

he is paffed away like a filent 

• vapour !" — 

Thi3 was a fcene, added the Pb.ior, 
of fo Angular a nature, as to merit 
the being recorded; and I conceived 
it would .not be uninterefting to a 
man of Jenfibility, — 

About three years after the death 
of Saint Julien, a fever feized fe- 
veral of our Convent, and Frederic 
was one among thofe to whom it 
proved fatal. — He feemed fcnfiWc 
from the moment he was taken ill, 
that his diforder would be mortal- 
he fupported it, with the utmoft: refig- 
mtion; requefting with his lateO: 

.breath. 
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breath, to be buried with his father;— 
and in yonder ,corner, where the two 
white crofles are raifed on the turfed- 
hillock, one grave contains them 
both. — 

— I can aflure you fays Amelia, that 
the complicated diftrefs of your ftory 
xannot be attended to without emo- 
tion, — it is an event fo extraordinary, 
that I much rejoice you have refcued 
it from the fiknce of a monaftery; 
though it is only in a monaftery, and 
only in one of this ordtr^ that fuch 
a circumftance could have arifen. — 

— But I agree with you, that man- 
kind is little benefitted by that vir- 
tue, which is only known and exer- 
cifed within the walls of a convent. 
—An avowed libertine reclaimed,--* 
or a good Being ftruggling with checr- 
3 ful 
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ful refignation againft the frowns of 
fortune, — are much nobler objefts of 
nJpeSt and imitation. — 

— True, Madam — and your old 
woman at Draper's worth athoufand 
.cnthufiafts. — 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME^ 



